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Australian soldiers experienced when they
arrived in Blighty during the 1914-18 war,
and saw women drinking in London hotel
bars. To present-day soldiers that oceasions
no shock whatever. In those days women
went into bars of their own volition, but
today they are taken there by the youth of
Australia and ali the liquor they can con-
sume is poured down their throats. The psy-
chological aspect has completely changed and
Iater-day thought obviously is reflected in a
certain degree of laxity in various diree-
tions. I naturally agree that if an undis-
ciplined armed force were to meet a discip-
lined armed foree the latter inevitably would
prevail. On the other hand, if the soldiers
get a job to do they can be entrusted to
carry it out. A lot of the bravado and swank
would receive a salutary lesson should the
men experience the real horrors of war.
That experience will knock discipline into
them as will nothing else. Until that time
arrives, I doubt whether we c¢an hope for
muach change.

I trust that the present Government, or
any other Government that may take office
during the war period, if it is concerned with
the conservation of the sovereignty of the
State, will endeavour to administer the coun-
try’s affairs, or sueh of them as may be left
untouched by the Commonwealth, wisely
and well and that it will be confent to abide
by the decisions of the State Parliament
even though some of the decisions may he
such as the Commonwealth Government may
consider not to he in the best interests of the
prosecution of the war effort. If that posi-
tion should arise, then let the Commonwealth
Government and Commonwenlth Parliament
effect the necessary changes—without any in-
vitation from the State Government. I stand
today as I stood previously on the question
of execessive drinking and what arises there-
from. There is only one way of dealing with
the position. Tt is not a question of the
hours of trading or whether the soldiers are
consuming too much drink. The question
centres on what they drink. Let members
consider what was done in the Old Country
and in France during the 1914-18 war. Let
the Government follow suit and deerease the
aleoholic strength of liquor consumed by the
troops. When the en cease to get a kick
out of the liquor, their swagger and bravadoe
will go. Until that is done, we shall always
have trouble. We must get down to tin-
tacks and dea] with the cause of the frouble
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that led to recent disgusting seenes. The
evil arises not through over-indulgence but
through the strength of the liquor. That is
what does the damage. Reduce the alcoholic
strength, and the problem will be solved!

On motion by Hon, C. F. Baxter, debate
adjonrned.

House adjonrned at 3.59 p.m,

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 26th August, 1942,

Questions : Road making, soll ¢ement process 918
Rubber, economy in use ... 313
Address-in-reply, eleventh day 10

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
ROAD MAKING.

Soil Cement Process.

My, MeDONALD asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the soil cement proecess, as
developed in the United States of America
for road making, been tested in this State?
2, In view of eclaims for speed and cheap-
ness of construction by this method, can he
inform the House of the views of his officers
as to the suitability of this method for use
in this State?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, Con-
sidered unsuitable owing to relatively high
cost of construction.

RUBBER, ECONOMY IN USE.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is everything possible heing dong
by the Government te ensure economies in
the use of rubber? 2, Is it vealised that
adoption of moderation in loading and speed
of motor vehicles ensnves big savings in rub-
her and petrol? 3, Is it his intention to take
steps to secure the minimising of aceelera-
tion and brake work, correet tyre pressure
and wheel alignment, also the retreading or
capping of tyres prior to canvas destrue-
tion, and table regulations relating thereto.

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes, so far
as Government vehicles are concerned. 2,
Yes. 3, No, but the motoring public has
heen continnously advised by experts in re-
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gard to these matters. Steps have been
taken in regard to Government vehicles.
There is no statutory authority for making
regulations regarding the retreading of
tyres.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eleventh Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

MR. HILL (Albany) [2.18]: Today we
bave one job and everything must be sub-
ordinated to that task. This is not a time
for platitvdez; it is a {ime when we must
face facts, no matter how unpleasant those
facts may be. In war-time the enemy has a
very unpleasant habit of searching out our
weak spots and hitting at those weaknesses.
This Parliament c¢annot produce a new
monetary system; it is not our particular
job to control the Empire or even the Com-
monwealth, hut it is our job to do all we
can to fit our State to play its full part, to
permit our State to have as few weaknesses
as possible, and to make the most of the
State’s strength and natural advantages.
The time has come when we must put all
parochial ideas on one side, and place the
needs of the Allied Nations ahove all other
considerations.

Military secience, or perhaps I should say
the science of war, is divided into four main
branches or arts. These are strategy, tacties,
military engineering and logistics. Strategy
has beep defined as the art of the admiral
and the general, and it should be the art of
the statesman. It is strategy that decides
how, when and where to fight. Strategy
should be the art of the statesman beeause
it is the Government that decides the defence
poliey. In our State we should have states-
men to formulate our development hecause
we need to develop the State not only on
sound economie lines, buf also to develop it
s0 thai when war comes the State will not
be placed at a disadvantage. I have heard
it said that a statesman legislates for the
next generation, whereas a politician legis-
lates for the next eleetion. .As one looks
around the State, one cannot but feel bitter
against the politicians past and present that
have considered places politically strong but
stratezically weak instead of places of
strategie importance hut with few votes. The
mistakes of our past and present politicians
are very severely handicapping our Fighting
Forces today. I fully realise that reerim-

. bridge building, ete. -
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inations are not going to help us at this
stage, but I intend to refer to past mistakes,
not becanse I wish to indulge in reerimina-
tions, but in order that we may ecatch up
with those mistakes.

Napoleon truly said that the study of
strategy was the study of history and as
one studies strategy, one sees how history
repeats itself. A stody of the Russo-
Japanese war of 1904-05 is very interesting
today. TUnfortunately onr leaders appar-
ently did not benefit by the lessons of that
war, In 1904 the Japanese declaration of
war was a sudden and surprise attack omn
the ships at Port Arthur. Last year we had
the Pearl Harbour episode. In 1901 the
Japs sank the Konietz and the Veriag at
Chemulpo. Last year they sank the Prince
of Wales and the Repulse off Singapore. In
1904 there was the Battle of the Yellow
Sea; this year the Battle of Java., The
Japanese captured Port Arthur by the haek
door. Members know what bappened at
Singapore. The Japs are more daring in
this war than in 1904-05. They landed their
army in Manchuria hefore the Russian fleet
was definitely destroyed. The tremendous
saerifices made by them to capture 203
Metre Hill at Port Arthur were made be-
cause the view of the harbour from thnt hill
permitted the fire to be directed from 1l-inch
mortars, which destroyed the battleships at
the port. Togo realised that his position
wonld have been most eritieal if he had to
face the Russian Baltie fleet before the
destruction of the ships at Port Arthur. The
Japanese General Staff realised that the
existence of the armies in Manchuria de-
pended upon the destruction of Russian sea
power. The battle of Tsushima of this war
has yet to be fought. Tt will be this eoming
battle that will decide our fate.

Tacties is the art used when contact with
the enemy is made. It is the art for all
ranks of the Fighting Forces. It is defi-
nitely not our job, so I shall leave that phase
alone, Military engineering is self-explana-
tory; it deals with fortifications, road and
Y.ogistics 15 a term
rarely used, even in military text books, so
I shall explain that it is the art of transport
and supply. Obviously then our Fighting
Foreces here must have the wholehearted co-
operation of our civil administralion. “The
West Australian’ of the 13th August pub-
lished an article dealing with the supplying
of armies, showing what an immense job it
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is. I shall not quote it becanse it appeared
only a few days ago. 1 have consistently
directed the attention of the House to two
of our greatest needs in this State—a sound
transport administration and a sound port
policy.  Transport experts are almost
unanimous in recommending that all trans-
port should be placed under one Minister.

Imagine what a task a military transport
officer would have if he wanted to discuss
with our Ministers the very complieated
problem of transport! To diseuss our
motor licensing authority, which is the
high-sounding title of the State Trans-
port Board, he would have to go, I
understand, to James-street to meet the
Assistant Minister for Works. Our rail-
ways are under the Minister for Justice,
whose office is at the Supreme Court
buildings; the port of Perth is under the
Premier; the Fremantle Harbour Trast is
under the Chief Seeretarv; while the Bun-
bury Harbour Board, harbour and lights
and shipping are under the Minister for the
North-West. If any work is required at
the ports, these come under the Minister for
Works. Bulk-handling facilities at the
port are under the Minister for Lands,
while cool store facilities are under
the Minister for Agriculture. BEfficieney
under these conditions is absolutely impos-
sible. In my own electorate a matter re-
cently arose which shows the need for a co-
ordinated transport administration. The
Main Roads Departinent recently con-
structed & nice new road to a very imporiant
parking avea, whick area is on railway pro-
perty. It is used as much per day now as
it was used in three months last year. I
was asked to approach the Railway Depart-
ment on this matter and veceived the fol-
lowing reply :—

It is appreciated that this work will not
fulfil all of the desires of those whe use the
parking area, but this Department does not
consider the improvement of the approach or
the parking area an essential railway necessity
and does not regard them as works upon which
railway funds should be expended. Although
the approach and parking area are established
on railway land, this department would have
no objection to any approved improvements
thereon being undertaken by the Municipal
Couneil or the Main Road Board, providing it
iz carried out to the satisfaction of the Dis.
trict Engincer, and it is suggested that these
two bodies might be approached for that pur-
pose,

The municipality is not allowed to spend
meney on railway property and the Main
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Roads Department is in a similar position.
One of the Federal Ministers was also ap-
proached; he interviewed the Minister for
Railways, but received the same reply. I
then took the matter up with the Premier,
to whom I wrote about six weeks ago, but
so far I have not received a reply. As I
said, that parking avea is used extensively.
Ineidentally, T may say that two vehicles
using it arve the “Miss Yanchep” and the
“Miss Westralia.” In its present condi-
lion, the area iy exceedingly bumpy and
therefore I sineerely hope the Government
will have it put in order. I shall not argume
what department is respomsible for doing
the work, but definitely the improvement of
that avea is a Government responsibility.

The Minister for Mines: Is “Miss Yan-
chep” a bus?

Mr. HILL: Yes. We also need in this
State a sound port policy. In peace-time
ports are the medinms or clearing houses
between sea and land transport. On ports,
their efficiency and their proper loeation, the
whole system of transport largely depends.
Our wnsound port policy in peace-time
severcly handicaps us; in war-time it is a
tragedy. In war-time, ports may be havens
of refuge for our shipping if there is a
raider about. On the other hand, a bad
port may he a trap. A good port could he
used as o base for our ships and as pro-
tection for our trade routes and shipping.
It could also he used ax a base from which
to attack an enemy. A bad port is likely
to be an inconvenient hack door. In peace-
time, a mullipticity of ports may be un-
economic: in war-time, it is a serious dan-
ger.

I now propuse {o deal with the supply
of foodstuffs. Napoleon said that a soldier
marches on his stomach. That maxim holds
zood todav, but with still greater foree. To-
day it is not simply one army fighting an-
other: it is one nation against another, and
the supply of foodstufls is one of the big-
wgest problems fo be solved. I congratulate
our Agricultural Department and the Under-
Seeretary for Agriculture, who are doing
their best with this exceedingly diffieult job.
We are today, however, paying a hig price
bhecanse in the past there has been Iack
of encouragement and orvganisation on the
part of our primary producers. Last year
a Bill was intreduced with the object of
providing for the registration of the potato-
growers of this State. One would have
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thought that the real object of that measure
was to enable the potato-growers to fleece
the people in the eity. I assure members
that the man on the land does not want to
fleece the people in the city, but he is en-
titled to a standard of living comparable
with that of the ecity. If we want to keep
np our food supplies, we must consider tha
question of manpower. We must also make
the production of foodstuffs as attractive as
1% the work in the Forees and work in muni-
tion fnetories. 1 am not an advoeate for
big munition works in this State, I eer-
tainly am of opinion that we should avail
ourselves of every workshop capable of pro-
ducing muonitions. My own opinion, how-
ever, is that the establishment of large muni-
tion works in this State would he a mistake.

Not only are we a long way from the
sources of raw materials, but our position
is a vulnerable one. There s nothing be-
tween Fremantle and enemy-occupied terri-
tory. Apart from that, if a six-inch gun
were mounted at King's Park today, half
the population would be within its range,
ineluding the Midland Junction Workshops,
the Welshpool Munitions Factorv and the
oil tanks at Fremantle. We have two con-
venient hack doors, one &t the North and
one at the South. At the baek door of the
South there are thousands of tons of wheat
ready for the enemy should he deeide fo
take advantage of the access to it. What
is urgently required in Western Anstralia
is a properly-equipped naval base and a
dock. We have ncither at present, and that
iz because two ports are in the running for
the base. Some people have suggested—the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie did so a
few days ago—the resumption of work at
the Henderson Naval Base. Work on that
base was abandened after the expenditure of

£1,000,000, the reason given being that
the estimated eost of ecompleting it
was £18,500,000, Notwithstanding that

£1,000,000 was expended on that base, it is
not possible to base a motor dinghy there
today.

Y shall now deal with the base which has
natural advantages. I was there the other
day, talking to a senior naval officer. “Why
is it,” he asked, "that this place has been
50 sadly negleeted? If £1,000,000 had heen
spent here, we conld base the British battle
fleet here today.” Those who advoeate the
continuance of work on the Henderson
Naval Base quote three authorities, Admiral
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Henderson, Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice and
Lord Jellicoe. I might explain first that
Cockburn Sound has a fine anchorage and
T would like to see it used in preference to
Gage Roads. However, there is a great
deal of difference hetween an anchorage and
a naval base. To assess Admiral Hender-
son’s report at its true value, one must con-
sider the events which led to his coming to
Australin. He came here in 1910, when a
Labour Government was in power. When
that Government was in office a few years
earlter, it praetieally told the Admiralty
that it would do only what it, the Govern-
ment, wanted. Admiral Henderson did not
come here to advise onr Australian Govern-
ment. He came to draw up a report upen
which the Crovernment might act.

All the available information regarding
Cockburn Sound was given to the Admiral
at Colombo; hut when he arrived at Fre-
mantle he wagx told by “The West Austra-
lian” that he had to put the naval base at
Cockburn Sound. He was met by our Dis-
trict Naval Chief Gunner Mullon and Ad-
miral Cresswell. The Chief Gunner asked
Admiral Cresswell, “Shall T go to Albany?"
“No,” said the Admiral, “there is no need
to go to Albany; this has to he the place.”
Admiral Henderson paid a flying visit to
Albany. He was there long enough to send
the following telegram :—

Tnnecessary to inspeet Cockburn Sound.
Albhany in every way suitable for a base.

Sir Maunviee Fitzmaurice was an engincer.
He was bhrought to Auostralia largely be-
cause of the enormous engineering difficul-
ties associated with the eonstruction of a
naval base at Cockburn Sound. I feel con-
fident that, could we obtain his report, we
would find he was largely responsible for
the elosing down of the work at Cockburn
Sound. Lord Jellicoe came to Australia.
As for as 1 can asecrtain, he merely
assumed that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was carrying on with the Henderson
naval hase. I do not think his epinion was
asked for. We have acecordingly to consider
Admiral Jellicoe’s aections if we wish to as-
certain what he thought. They were very
signifieant- Admiral Jellicoe passed by Fre-
mantle in the “New Zealand” and came to
Albany, and he went to and from Fremantle
by rail. T now come to the important ques-
tion of dock sites. I have a entting from
“The West Australian” of the 19th July,
1939. Tt is headed, “Dry Dock for Defence
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Claims of Albany Reviewed, F¥From Our
Special Correspondent.” I will not read all
of it. It states:—

There is n growing opinion in well-informed
circles that Albany may be selected as a site
for a dry dock suitable for battleships. It
is considered possible that Albany may be
solected as well as Sydney, or alternatively
the Sydney plan may be abandoned and Auck-
land substituted, giving o triabgle of hases—
the existing doek at Singapore, a possible base
at Albany and a possible base at Auckland,
Alternatively both Albany and Sydney may be
chosen.

This special correspondent had evidently
come in contaet with Sir Leopeld Saville be-
cause he reports Sir Leopold as saying—

I might add that, although I have not been
to Albany mysclf, I know its advantages very
well ag the result of my service at the Admir-
alty, and also that Mr. Jacobs, who is asaist-
ing on this mission, knows Albany well and
is completely informed on its possibilities.
You may be assured that we are fully alive
to its claims,

Further down we read :—

The strategic advantages of Albany were
congiderable, a high naval officer told me, and,
taken in conjunction with another dock at
Sydney or Auckland, would provide the Em-
pire with an impregnable backbone of mnaval
defence in the southern hemisphere.

I should gay that strategically Albany has
it all over Sydney, he_decclared. It would be
far less liable to attack and therefore much
more easily defended. It would make little
difference to the Royal Australian Navy where
the dock was situated, and, from the point of
view of the Royal Navy, I should say that
Albany wounld be better, as in the cvent of a
fleet action against Singapore it would be
much easier for a battleship to make ita way
down the mnorth-west coast to Albany than
have to face the fire of a hostile navy in order
to eome down the ccast to Sydney.

Another factor is that, in the event of a
major action against Singapore, it might be
necessary for reinforcements to be sent from
the South African station or via South Africa
in the event of hostilities in the Mediterranean.
Such ships would find the Albany base much
more convenient than a Sydney hase. Actu-
ally both bases are necessary and I should
certainly not like to have to make the decision
if only one hase is possible for economie rea-
SO,

Further on the report states:—

In any case, the ultimate building of a dry
dock at Albany is regarded as certain, but
whether it will take the place of the Sydney
dock is another matter. Cost and immediate
construction faveur Sydney, but a long view,
combined with a  willingness to authorise
slightly higher expenditure, favours Albany.

I did not meet Sir Leopold Saville when he
was here, but I had the pleasure of discus-
sing the dock site with the late Brigadier
Street, who described Mr. Jacobs as a rather
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wonderful man. Brigadier Street told me
My, Jacobs had assured him that he
knew Albany backwards. A week or two
later T met Mr, Jacobs, and we discussed not
only Albany but the various ports that were
possible sites for a naval dock. Me ex-
plained to me that one essential consideration
for a dock site was that there should be en-
gineering works in the vicinity. He said
that it wonld not be an economical proposi-
tion to construet a dock and then provide
engineering works specially for it. He also
said that Albany was like Port Stephens
which was a natural harbour, and incidently
I might explain that Lord Jellicoe had re-
ported on the congestion of Sydney Harhour
and had suggested Port Stephens as a naval
base. Mr. Jacobs said that while Port
Stephens was a natural harbour there were
no engineering works nearby. There were
such works at Newcastle, but as a site for
a dock Newcastle was hopeless, so it would
have to come to Sydney.

I have here a report made by Sir Alex-
ander Gibb and Partners, and prepared by
Sir Leopold Saville. As this matter is so
important to Western Australia today I will
read one or two extracts, Paragraph 2 is
headed ‘“Essential Site Reguirements” and
states :(—

As n guide to what was counsidered necesaary
ag a suitable site for a graving dock of the
required dimensions, and to meet the Nawval
requirements for its cfficient uvse, we assumed
the following civil enginecering conditions—

(n) that a site should be recommended for
the graving dock which could be
levelled, either by cutting away
ground above quay level, or by re-
clamation to the required quay level;

() that satisfactory foundations, prefer-
ably of rock, should be available at
a reasonable depth;

{¢) that a navigable channel 800 ft. wide
with a2 depth of water not less than
45 ft. at mean high water should be
available or that such a ehannel eould
be provided and maintained at a rea-
sonable cost by dredging;

(d) that repair shops sufficicnt to meet alt
conditions with the neccssary faeili-
ties and akilled labour should bhe
available at or within a convenient
distance of the site of the graving
doek, as it was proposed that only
limited additional shops should be
provided to meet the speeial require-
ments of capital ships.

That iz the only condition which Albany
could not fulfil.

{e¢) that a repair and fitting out wharf with
necessary eranes and other equipment
ghould oither be available in the
vieinity or he provided:
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(£) in order to mect the requirements of the
Lords Commissioners of the Admir-
alty, as finally agreed, the graving
doek should have the following dimen-

siong:—
Width of entrance at
coping level . . 137 ft.
Length of dock from
inner eaisson 1,000 £t.
Depth of water over keel
blocks at m.h.w.s. 45 ft.

(g) in addition te the above gite and en-
gineering requircments, the follow-
ing matters should also be kept con-
stantly in mind:—

1. BStrategic position;
2. ease of =access and exit from
point of view of mavigation;

3, defence;
4. aceessibility of a protected
anchorage.

Albany has all these requirements but one.
The same thing applies to Albany as ap-
plied to Port Stephens. This same report
in paragraph 76 states this about Port
Stephens :—

This port provides a finc natural harbour,
but as, however, it is entirely isolated and no
repair facilities exist in the neighbourhood it
cannot be considered as suifable for the con-
struction of a graving dock of the nature on
which we pre agked to rcport. Shounld, how-
ever, the construction of a complete self-
contained naval base at any time be under con-
sideration, this port would warrant further
investigation.

When dealing with Fremantle in pavagraph
120, the report sums up the position in these
words :—

In thesc eircumstances, and as we antici-

pate some difhculty would be experienced in
providing and maintaining approach channels
of the required depth at all states of the tide,
we eannct recommend this port as suitable for
the construction of the graving dock. Fur-
ther, as previous experience gained in the
attempted construction of a dock at Fremantle,
and a general sarvey of the borings and strata
in the vicinity indicate, the construetion of a
graving dock at this port might encounter ser-
ions engincering difficulties and no reliable
estimate of its cost could he given.
The report of that expert should bLe a suffi-
cient answer to those people who continue
to adveeate Coekburn Sound or Fremantle
as a site for a dock. A few remarks about
other doek sites in-the Empire may he of
interest. I understand that they had to go
down 80 feet at Singapore to obtain a sound
foundation. I had the pleasure of discussing
Port Stephens with one of the members of
Sir Leopold Saville’s party when they in-
speeted that port.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are you referring to
the dvy-dock at Singapore?

323

Mr, HILL: Yes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I heard that it was
gravel all the way down.

Mr. HILL: I understand they had to go
B0 fect to a sound foundation, This gentle-
man informed me that millions of pounds
would have to he spent on the approach to
the docksite at Port Stephens. I had the
pleasure of going over the docksite in Syd-
ney with the Engineer-in-Chief of the Mari-
time Services Board. I am not an engineer
and will not be dogmatic in my statement,
but I should say that the cost of the actual
construetion of a dock at Albany would be
much cheaper than that involved in the
building of the dock for Sydney. I also ra-
velled up the Port Adelaide River with the
General Manager of the South Australian
Harbours Board. The pravision of a dock
there has hbeen suggested, and reclamation
work is already in progress. Extensive
dredging operations would be required in
connection with the selected site if the dock
were bailt there. At Cape Town the provision
of a docksite is also associated with a reclama-
tion scheme, but hefore that can he done it
will be necessary to construct a harbour. At
Albany we have a harbour already provided
by nature.

The conditions at our southern port are,
as far as I ean aseertain, ideal with regard
to the essential foundation, and Mr. Jacobs
assured me that the necessury dredging
wonld not be a very big job. The Minister
for Works has stated that only one man
desires expenditure at the port of Albany,
and even be had noit been able to indieate
how the money should be spent. I suppose
the Minister has entirely forgotten his first
visit to my home on the Kalgan River 15
or 16 years ago. I showed him a file of the
Albany Chamber of Commerce, and I find
it commences with an article I wrole regard-
ing the Albany harbour. T then suggested
that the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments should co-operate in the development
of the harbour as a naval and commercial
base. On the 4th January, 1937, I wrote to
the then Minister for YWorks, and i the
course of the communication I said—

I have sound reasons for believing that the
Commonwenlth Government would co-operate
with the State Government to develop Albany
as a naval and eommereinl port. I would sug-
gest that the Commonwealth Government be
approached with this object, T would alse
suggest that officers of your department, the

Harbour and Lights Department, representa-
tives of the Albany Chamber of Commeree and



324

myself meet with the object of considering a
suitable harbour scheme. This is not a request
for further expenditure other than g site for
the super works, but we must consider future
requirements.

In 1912 the P,W.D. considered the reclama-

tion of the foreshore at Albany. As far as
borings were made, bedrock was found at an
almost uniform depth of 42 feet along a line
parallel and abont 900 feet from the fore-
shore. 8ir George Buchanan recommended the
progressive reclamation of the foreshore along
approximately the three-fathom contour. Thia
is a little further out, and there is room for
214 miles of front, 590 acres of reelamation
and requiring about 7,500,000 cubic yards of
reelamation, Reckoning the cost as the same
as the reclamation of the Swan River, this
would cost about £187,500, It seems too good
to be true, 234 miles of water front with 590
aeres of level land alongside for omly £187,500
—but this is, of coursze, a scheme for the
future.
In Sydney the people are very proud of the
fact that their docksite will include a re-
claimed area of 35 aeres. In Cape Town
the new harbour scheme includes reclamation
work, and the big dock to be constructed
there will be included in that area. Many
years ago, a man who afferwards became
one of the world’s leading statesmen, Her-
bert Hoover, visited Albany. When he was
there he said, “If we had this harbour, we
would reclaim the foreshore with level land
alongside the deep water.” 1 headed a de-
putation to the Minister for Works a few
years ago, and asked him to consider a re-
clamation scheme along the lines indieated
by Mr. Hoover. The Minister replied, “Why
do you want new land there? We have
plenty of vacant land in Western Austra-
lia.” 1 left the building with a very poor
ides of that particular Minister. He did not
appreciate what it would mean fo have a
considerable area of level land at Albany
with deep water right alongside. We have
vast stretches of vacant land on the Nulla-
bor Plains, but they are not suitable for
graving dock purposes. We could construct
a dock at Albany at a very nominal cost.
All that is necessary is for us to have a
Parliament in Western Australia that will
work for the Siate and not in the interests
of one part only. We require a Govern-
ment that will utilise our natural advan-
tages for the beneifit of the State, the Com-
monwealth and the Empire.

Another matter to which I shall refer con-
cerns the serious drink problem that aftects
the whole State. I associate myself with the
remarks made by the member for Katan-
ning, who discussed this topiec, T was rather
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surprised to hear ome Minister interjeet,
while that hon. memher was speaking, “We
have introduced 6 o’clock closing.” I would
be sorry indeed to think that that is the
only contribution the State Government
eould make to the control of the drink trafiic.
One of the most serions features of the prob-
lem is the sale of bhottled beer and other
liquor in hottles. That phase should be dealt
with and restrictions imposed. The other
day the member for Beverley and I travelled
in a first-class sleeping compartment, and
we noticed four sailors who boarded the
train at Spencer’s Brook with 28 hottles of
beer in their possession. In fairness to those
sailors I must admit that, althongh beer was
spilt over everything, they did not interfere
with the passengers.

While our first job is to win the war, we
must bear in mind the post-war problems
that will arise.  In the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech reference is made to a scheme for
the settlement of the northern portions of
the State. While that is to be commended,
I remind the Government that we also have
a southern portion of the State that re-
quires development. Here I associate my-
self with the remarks of the member for
Nelson, whose home town is on the Black-
wood River. If members look at a map of
Western Australia and draw a line com-
men¢ing on the western coast and extending
from the Blackwood River, thence following
the line to the rabbit-proof fence to the
coast, they will find that they have enclosed
an area that bears some resemblance to the
shape of Vietoria. Within that portion of
the State we have about 45000 people,
whereas it should be carrying a population
of at Ieast 1,000,000. I understand that area
contains the largest acreage of undeveloped
land in the temperate zone in any part of
the world. While that section of our State
has many of the advantages characteristic
of Victoria, the development of that State
was dependent upon the development alone
of the port of Melbourne. The development
of that part of our State must be considered
in the light of its obvious advantages.

Mr. North: But you need immigration,

Mr. HILL: Yes, and also Government
assistanee for the development of the area.
After travelling throughout the Eastern
States, I feel most confident about the future
of the southern portions of Western Aus-
tralia. What struck me forcibly, when I was
Jjourneying between Sydney and Brishane,
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was the enormous expenditure that had been
incurred to provide transport facilities in
New South Wales. The Hawkesbury River
bridge was being re-conditioned and a new
bridge was being constructed at a cost, I
was told, approaching £1,250,000. If mem-
bers pernse returns submitted to us in this
Chamber, they will see that the cost of the
railway line from Beverley to Albany was
only £800,000. Praectically nothing effective
has yet been done to provide adequate
transport faeilities for the south. Nature
has provided Western Australia with one of
the finest harbounrs in the world, with easy
grades for transport over the hinterland.
Yet we have no railway communieation
worthy of note to that port. I hope that in
the near future we shall see the completion
of the Pemberton-Nornalup railway, or the
construction of some other line more effec-
tively to connect the South-West with the
Great Southern areas. The port of Albany
is already there, and if the State Govern-
ment will only set out to make up for past
mistakes, T am sure the Imperial and Com-
monwealth Governments will be only too
pleased to co-operate with it. Dealing now
with party polities I agree that this is not
the time to indulge in that policy.

Mr. Thorn: Why not?

Mr. HILL: I would like to see party poli-
ties forgotten in these days, and a National
Government placed in office. The responsi-
bility for a move in that direction must
rest with the Government of the day. Last
year two Ministers of the Crown visited my
electorate and, while it may have been a
coincidence, it was strange that subse-
quently rumour had it that the Albany elec-
torate had suffered because it had returned
an Opposition member to this House. It
was also suggested that I had antagonised
Ministers and departments. When I look
back aver the vears, I find that the elector-
ate has suffered most when we tried to
assist the Labour Government by returning
a Labour candidate. In 1911, a very fine
harhour scheme, including reclamation
operations, had been prominently before
the authorities, but it was serapped when
we assisted to place the Scaddan-Johnson
Lahour Government in office. In 1914 we
were provided with a jetty. In 1924, we
assisted to keep the Collier Labour Govern-
ment in office.  Since that time, I think
only one Premier of the State has taken
the trouble to visit the southern portions
of the State, and he was Sir James Mitehell.
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‘We certainly received more from the
Mitchell-Latham Government than we ever
had from the Collier and Willecock Govern-
ments. As for the suggestion of antagonism,
I value the friendships 1 have made with
Ministers and with various members sitting
on the Government side of the House.
Nevertheless, I do note that for some reason
antagonism has been displayed towards the
southern portions of the State.

Mr. North: You are breaking it down a
bit.

Mr. HILL: Unfortunately the Govern-
ment’s attitude was disclosed last year
when the Minister for Works was in
Albany. The Minister was speaking to Mr.
Lloyd Williams who, in a very courteous
manner, asked him if he would send en-
gineers down to help in the preparation of
a harbour scheme. The Minister replied:
‘I may as well tell you straight away that
we are going to do nothing down here.’’ I
had an interesting experience last week., I
went into portion of my electorate and was
pleased to see that some of the predictions
T had made had come true,

Albany has been kept back in the past
but it will not be kept back for all time.
Politicians ecan fight against nature but the
time will come when nature will prevail.
One Minister of the Crown has also stated
that the people in my electorate will take
no notice of me. About ten days age we
held our annual conference of fruitgrowers.
For the fourteenth time in succession I was
clected president. When last March I re-
ceived the Premier’s letter to which I re-
ferred earlier, I discussed the matter with
representative loeal people and later had a
conference at which, as usual, most kindly
feelings predominated. I assure the Gov-
ernment that the people of my electorate
are prepared to do everything possible to
assist in the war effort and, what is more,
they are prepared to do their bit in de-
veloping the State when the war is over.
They eannot do very much unless the Gov-
ernment is prepared to assist. They are
ever ready to co-operate with the Govern-
ment, but in that co-operation the first ad-
vance must come from the Ministers them-
selves.

MER. HUGHES (East Perth): Now that
the member for Albany has heen elected pre-
sident of the Albany Fruitgrowers' Associa-
tion for the fourteenth year in suceession,
may I suggest that he and those associated
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with him attempt to do something for the
metropolitan area by arranging that oe-
casionally the fruitgrowers will forward sup-
plies at a price that city people can afford
to pay?

Mr., Hill: Give us the transport and we
<can, fo that.

Mr. HUGHES: Then perhaps the Gov-
ernment will attend to that phase.

Mr. Doney: Do growers conirol prices?

My, Thern: Of course they do not.

Myr. Hill: The trouble is the cost of trans-
port.

The Minister for Mines: Is it the cost
of transport or the Apple and Pear Board?

My. HUGHES: There ave other fruits
besides apples and pears.

My. Warner: There are the
labour!

My. HCGHES: There are dried raisins,
but unfortunately that eommodity seems to
be wnder the contrel of the member for
Toodyay, for dried fruits cost 1s. 8d. per
Ih. That is bevond the capacity of the
people in the metropolitan area to pay.

The Minister for Mines: T suppose the
growers get the 8d. and the memher for
Toodvay the 1s.!

The Minister for Labour: The member
for East Pexth wants the forbidden fruit!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know why the
member for Albany is always harping on
his suggested national government. I do
not see how a Government consisting of two
dizeordant parties counld function elficiently
in any ecase. Tt is possible to have de-
moeracy, but only where the Oppesition,
insiead of always wantiug to get half the
Government, makes up its mind to fizht for
the lot. By fighting vigorously, the Opposi-
tion eventually gets to the Treasury bench:
and thus good government is secured. But
we are threatened with the aholition ef this
Assembly, For that I think there are solid
and excellent grounds. That has been
brought foreibly to public notice as the ye-
sult of umiform taxation. Indeed, there is
now a movement throughount Australia for
the abolition of State Parliaments. Three
outstanding reasons can e advanced.
Firstly, the preat majovity of the people in
the Commonwealth of Anstralia speak the
same langnage, have similar aspirations, and
2 common destiny.  In the great majority of
affairs touching daily life, the problem of
the man in Vietoria is that of the man in
SKouth Australin, and the problem of the

froits of
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man in South Australia is that of the man
in Western Australia.

My, Doney: Yon are wrong in that last
comment.

Mr. HUGHES: A discordant element al-
ready!

Mr. Doney: That is what you say you
want.

Mr, HUGHES: I acknowledge that it
would be a dull old world if everybody
agreed, and there would not be much pro-
gress.

The Minister for Labour: There would
not be mueh progress for the lawyers!

Mr. HUGHES: T do not think there
would be any progress at all. Therefore,
I held that, Australia being in the main a
nation with commmon aspirations and one
destiny and ¢ommon prohlems, the natural
form of government for Australia would be
one Parliament giving common legislation
for the whole of thisx Continent. If Aus-
iralia had one Government only, we would
aot have thvee or four railway ganges. In
large measnre the war has proved that for,
from the aspeet of defence, it is
agreed and alwaxs has been agreed
fince the establishment of ~ the Com-
monwealth, that there should be only
ona autherity in control of all matters
relating to defence. Basieally or ethically,
therefore, there should only be one Govern-
ment  throughout Australia; and conse-
quently T hold that in practice there arc
other and more cogent reasons for the aboli-
tion of State Parliaments. The outstanding
feature as regards Western Australia and
also some of the other States is that the
Federal Parliament is elected by the people,
and that it is the only Parliament in Awus-
tralia that is so eleeted.

The ¥ederal Honse of Representatives is
chosen on a sound demoeratic basis of one
person one vote, and can claim to represent
the Australian people; for althongh it is
not possible to have exactly the same number
of electors in each electorate, the Commeon-
wealth has the fine expedient of a 20 per
cent. margin up or down. Accordingly the
Commonwealth Parliament does not show
such diversities as one electorate with 200 or
300 voters, and another electorate with 10,000
or 12,000. Tederal constituencies are so
arranged that they approximate to an aver-
age number of electors. Thus the 73 mem-
bers of the Federal House of Representatives
do each of them represent approximately the
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same number of electors, and therefore the
basis of their election is democratic. There
is a chanee of securing democratic govern-
ment by election methods such as those. In
Western Australia, on the other hand, we
have an electorate like Kalgoorlie, taking in
& tremendous area, the bulk of which has no
population. In order to get in its quota of
electors, the Kalgoorlie electorate takes in
more than half the total avea of Western
Australia.

The Minister for Justice: Nine hundred
odd square miles!

Mr. HUGHES: But in those 900 odd
square miles I suppose all but about five
square miles has no population. There are
thousands of squnare miles in the desert with-
out any population whatever; and under any
system of government claiming to be demo-
cratie, broad acres have no right to repre-
sentation and people alone have the right to
be represented. So the Australian people
through the Commonwealth Parliament can
achieve whatever form of government they
desire; and so long as the people can get the
form of government they desire, they have
democracy, and whether the government is
good or bad does not enter into the gues-
tion. If the people want a certain kind of
government, they can have it. Thus the
Commonwealth Parliament lends itself to
complete democratic representation of the
people, and can claim to be the voice of the
people.

Mr. Thorn: Does that apply to the Sen-
ate?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not get much sup-
port on my right. The Commonwealth Par-
liament has another outstanding feature.
‘Whilst it gives complete demoeratic repre-
sentation in the House of Representatives, it
provides an adequate safeguard for the var-
ious eomponent parts of the Commonwealth,
because the Senate is not elected on the
basts of adult franchise and equality of num-
bers in electorates. The adult franchise ap-
plies to the Senate, but each State elects six
Senators and no more than six, and thus
each State of the Commonwealth has equal
voting power to declare whether or not any
proposed legislation shall hecome law. The
result is that the States enjoy adeqnate pro-
tection,

If the House of Representatives shonld
legislate in a way antagonistic to any terri-
torial part of the Commonwealth, then, sinee
each territorial part has equal voting strength
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in the Scnate, the interests of each part are
adequately safeguarded. I do not think the
world ean show, in theory, a more equitable
or better planned system of government
than our Federation. We have complete
democratic adult suffrage with equal elec-
torates, and for a House of Review we have
representation of the States on an equal
basis. Western Australia has exzactly the
same power as New South Wales has to
veto legislation in the Senate; and New
South Wales has ten times our population.
The three small states—Tasmania, South
Australia and Western Australia—can by
means of their 18 representatives in the
Senate restrain the three larger States from
doing anything that will injure the smallerr
States. Therefore, in theory the Common-
wealth Parliament is an ideal system of
government, safeguarding the people and
protecting the States.

Comparing that situation with the situa-
tion as regards State Parliaments, what is
the position? Let us take the case of West-
ern Australia. This Legislative Assembly
does not represent the people and never
has represented them. In this Assembly we
have constituencies with less than 1,000 elee-
tors; indeed, constituencies with less tham
half that number return members to this
Chamber. On the other hand, we have cne
constitueney with over 11,000 electors., That
means that we have not demoeratic govern-
ment at all. If 1,000 electors in one part of
the State are to have exactly the same rep-
resentation as 11,000 in another part, we
simply give one person 11 times the voting
strength of another person. I believe it will
be agreed in all parts of the world that the
intellects are to be found chiefly in the met-
ropolitan areas.

Mr. Sampson: That is amazing conceit!

Mr. HUGHES: Where are all the scient-
ists and professors and literary men and
ceonomists to be found? All in the metro-
politan area!

Mr. W. Hegney: And all the erooks!
Mr. HUGHES:; Instead of taking all

voters on an equal basis, We go away into

the country and give residents there I1 times
the voting strength of people elsewhere.
Therefore, the people as a whole are en-
titled to say, ““We ean get from the Common-
wealth Parliament the voice of the people,
but we eannot get it from State Parliaments
beeccause of the enormous disparity i
methods of election.” The position wounld
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not be so bad if the margins in electorates
provided for somewhere near the average
number; but, when we come upon such mar-
gins as I have quoted, it is plain that our
system of government is not democracy at all
and that there can be no hope of the people
getting the democratie government they want
unless the Parliament is elected on something
like a basis of equal numbers.

Although the position is bad as regards
our Legislative Assembly, it is much worse
as regards our Legislative Council. In the
latter Honse we have a econstituency with
nearly 30,000 electors on the one hand, and
on the other hand a constituency with about
B00 clectors, and there is a restricted fran-
chise. It does not matter what is wanted
by the people of the State as a whole;
whether we can have legislation or not is
determined hy one-third of the electors.
Only about one-third of the eleetors have a
vote, and out of that one-third nearly one-
half is in one constituency. There are nearly
as many electors for the Metropolitan-
Suburban seat in the Upper House as there
are for all of the remaining provinces put
together. Surely that is an absurd state of
affairs! Surely it is ridiculous to say that
it takes 28,000 electors in the metropolis to
equal 800 outside the metropolis. The
position has been going from bad to worse.
The people of this State must face up to
the fact that they never can get government
by the people from the Parliament of West-
ern Australia unless this Parliament itself
is prepared to tackle the problem and re-
distribute the boundaries of the two Houses,
so that we can at least bave something ap-
proximating a democratie Parliament.

Recently there was an election for the
Metropolitan-Suburban Province.  Out of
28,000 eleetors, only about 6,000 voted. Had
the Government wanted to win the Metro-
politan-Suburban seat it could have done
50. There is not the slightest doubt about
that. All it needed to do was to display a
little activity and it could have won the
election. Amongst those 28,000 electors at
least 10,000 are dyed-in-the-wool Labourites,
but apparently the Government did not want
to win the seat. No effort was made to win
it. We know from the areas covered how
easy it would have been for the Government
to have taken the seat.

Mr. Sampson: A leading Labourite lost
his deposit.
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Mr. HUGHES: He was not leading in
that case.

Mr. Sampson: He was recognised as a
very thoughtful member of the Party.

My. HUGHES: I think there was a good
deal of misunderstanding about the gentle-
man who lost his deposit. I do not think it
was because the people did not have the
utmost regard for kim, or because they did
not think he would make a worthy represen-
tative in Parliament. In my opinion this
was the trouble: The Labour Party and the
Labour Government have religiously made
cverybody retire from work at 65 years of
age, notwithstanding that the labourer and
the mechanic and the wage-earner might be
fit mentally and physically to carry on his
work, and might need the work to maintain
his standard of living. Hundreds of
people have been placed in that position
and they have relatives living in the elec-
torate of which I am speaking, Cobse-
quently it was too mueh to ask them to
vote for a Labour candidate for that elee-
torate who is over 70 years of age, It was
too much of a contradiction. I have heard
people say, ‘‘If you cannot be a railway
man at 65 you cannot be a legislator.”’

I am not saying that a man cannot be a
legislator at 63, 1 do not agree that there
is any set age at which mental or physieal
powers diminish, Some men are senile at
23, and some are physieally worn out at
40. Other men are vigorous, mentally and
physieally, at 70. Vital statisties will come
to my aid in that respeet, if necessary,
The faet that a man is 63 or 70 does not
mean anything to me, but if a poliey is
laid down and enforced against a man on
the lower rung of the ladder he will natur-
ally say, ‘‘If it is good enough for me, it
should be good enough for the other fel-
low.’”” T think that is one of the reasens
why that particular gentleman was not
elected, The other is that he is a doector of
some sort, and that is much too high-brow
for the electors of the Metropolitan-Subux-
ban Provinee.

Mr, McDonald: There is one doector
alrendy in the Upper House.

Mr. Sampson: I am afraid that many did
not know there was an election.

Mr. HUGHES: That is a nice admission
from those who control the Press!

Mr. Sampson: How do you explain their
not voting?

Mr. HUGHYS: Surely with eight candi-
dates in the field they shounld have known!
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After the election we find that although the
suceessful eandidate represents 28,000 elee-
tors he has only the same voting sirength as
a gentleman who was previously elected to
represent 800 electors. There ¢an be no
democratic government under such condi-
tions. I do noi know that these disparities
are so marked in any other State but, to
a lesser degree at any rate, they do operate
in the Eastern States. We know that in
certain States there are nominee Upper
Houses, and the resuli is that the people
cannot give expression te their wishes, I
think that is why there is a very pro-
nounced movement towards seeking relief
from the Commonwealth Parliament, and
why people are saying we do not need State
Parliaments any more.

Mr. North: Would you enlarge the Com-
monwealth Parliament slightly?

Mr. HGGHES: T would exterminate por-
tion of it! It might well be enlarged, if
the day ever comes when a revised scheme
of government for Australia is formulated.
Probably it will take the form of enlarg-
ing the powers of local governing bodies
throughout the Commonwealth to enable
them to take over eertain functions now be-
ing performed by the State Parliaments.
They could probably undertake the adminis-
tration of wajer supply and metropolitan
transport, apart from main roads. In
order that greater representation might be
given to the people I think that the
strength of the Senate could be doubled
seeing that it is the States’ House and is
a safeguard for the States. That will prob-
ably be the revised form of government
that will operate if the time arrives when
State Houses are abolished.

Unfortnnately, when we signed the Fin-
ancial Agreement, we started the rot so far
as State Parlinments are concerned. We
gave away our right to control the purse
and limited the power of State Parlia-
ments. Ever sinee the Financial Agreement
of 1928 the power of this Parliament has
heen curtailed and it has been subsidiary to
the Commonwealth Parliament in praectice,
whatever it might be in law. Now we have
uniform taxation for the duration of the
war, but T am afraid that when the war is
over uniform taxation will continue. There
will be plenty of reasons—good solid rea-
sons—ithat the Commonwealth Government
will be able to submit for the continuance
of uniform taxation. It will be an estab-
lished fact and the people will be used to
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it. Undoubtedly from the taxzpayer’s point
of view it has advantages, and there will
be no difficulty involved in the Common-
wealth Government'’s puiting forward cogent
reasons for retaining the system. That being
so—with the borrowing powers of the States
gone under the Financial Agreement and
the taxing powers gone under the uniform
taxation scheme—this Parliament is re-
duced to a very minor place in the govern-
mental scheme throughout the Common-
wealth.

Those are more or less theoretical rea-
sons why State Parliaments are likely to
be abolished. There is another reason so
far as this State is concerned. Our Par-
liament has done more than any other in-
stitution or body to establish a case for the
abolition of State Parliaments. For years
and years this Parliament hns been shed-
ding its responsibilities.

Mr. Warner: This Government!

Mr. HUGHES: This Parliament, because
after all the Government eannot do any-
thing unless Parliament allows if to de so.
This Parlinment has been giving away its
powers to hoards. We no lunge have the
old healthy form of democracy uader which
the Government relied on n majority in the
House, and was subjeet to the control of
the House on an adverse vote; under which
Ministers accepted ministerial responsibility
and answered to the House for the various
governmental activities, and the Opposition
carried out its duties by drawing attention
to shortecomings in administration and legis-
lative defeets. I can remember when, even
in my time, Ministers took responsibility for
the various departmental setivities. In the
last 20 years, however, there has been a
constant shedding of ministerinl respon-
sibility, and powers rightly belonging to
Ministers have been vested in hoards of
various kinds. These boards have relieved
Ministers of their responsibilitics but have
destroyed the power of Parliament to con-
trol the aetivities. concerned.

We have a Milk Board. Instead of a
Minister of the Crown being responsible for
the administration of that governmental
activity, a hoard has control and whenever
a question is asked in Parliament about milk
matters the answer is “Well, that is the
board’s funetion” So Parliament has
parted with its right to control & govern-
mental aetivity. The Transport Board is
another example; there are numerous hoards
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and commissions. Very little is left for the
State Parliament to do, beeause it has shed
its powers and duties. The Government—
and particularly this Government—has com-
pletely abandoned the funections of govern-
ment. This Government has positively re-
fused to govern the country. For the last
10 years, so far as povernment is concerned,
there has been nothing but chaos in Western
Australia. The Government has resolutely
refused to enforce the law. Parliament has
passed laws but the Government has refused
to enforee them. Worse than that, it hag
stood by and allowed shocking diserimina-
tions in the enforcement of the law. Take
the absurd position previously mentioned
during this debate. If a person commits
an offence against certain sections of the
law by running a ecommon gaming-house in
Porth he is fined £75. If he commits the
same offence at Fremantle he is fined £5,
and if he commits the offence in Victoria
Park he is not fined anything.

Mr. Marshall: They are not fired on the
raceceurse,

Mr. HUGHES: Even if Parliament did
not promulgate that law it has remained
quiescent, and the Government has remained
quiescent whilst allowing the law to stay
on the Statute-Book. That is a bad way
to administer the law. It would be much
betier to have no law against gambling. It
would be fairer to have no enforcement of
such law. If the Government eannot bring
about an impariial enforcement of the law it
would be fairer to everyone if it said that
that portion of the law would not be en-
forced, that it would be regarded as dead.
A man in one part of the country would
then know that if he committed that kind of
offence he would he treated in the same way
as would a man who eommitted it in some
other part of the country. It inay be said
that the responsihility does not rest with the
Government hut with the judiciary, I sub-
mit it is a Government responsibility.

The Government must maintain the laws
of the eountry ahove all else, The Govera-
ment itself can appreciate the attitude of
the public on this matter and, when it
realises that alrocious diseriminations are
being made, its duty is to say that some.
thing is wrong with the law, that it is ob-
solete, or that there is something wrong with
the administration of it. The Government
should do one thing or the other. On the
contrary it acquicsees in what is going on
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and does nothing. The public bas come to
the belief that the whole thing is run by
graft. What else can be deduced from
the present position? What are the faets,
apart from any inside knowledge concerning
them? Let us look at them from the out-
side. A man who is charged with an of-
fence in a Perth police court is fined £75.
Another man who eommits a similar offence
12 miles away is fined only £5.

Mr. Wilson: Who gets the graft?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know.

Mr. Wilson: Neither do L

Mr. HUGHES : There is & feeling abroad
that graft is the basis of this diserimination.
The public is justified in drawing that con-
clusion, We had the extraordinary spec-
tacle of a Fremantle magistrate threatening
to send a person to gaol if he came hefore
him for the same offence the following week.
When that time came the following week two
Justices of the Peace were sitting on the
beneh and over-ruled the magistrate. The
farce has been going on ever since. The
responsibility rests with Parliament as much
as it does with the Government. The respon-
sibility is also east upon every member of
the Opposition to take such steps as it ean
to compel the Government to aet where action
is necessary, and in ¢ases where the Govern-
ment will not act.

One of the weaknesses that tends to the
belief that we will get no redress except
from the Commonwealth Parliament is that
the Opposition is too easy-going. I never
saw a Government which was blessed with
such an easy-going and placid Opposition as
that which it has at present. I would be
happier if there were no prosecutions for
these offences. We should tell the people
that we are going to place everyone on the
same footing. Kveryone could then go to
any gaming-house he felt inclined to wvisit
and would suffer no interference. There is
strong evidence in support of that suggestion.
Efforts have been and are being made
to stamp out the small gaming-house
keeners for the benefit of the big ones,
There arc records in the Police Department
to establish that. Whereas big gaming-houses
have been allowed to run for 13 weeks the
little follow has been brought in seven times
in nine weeks. We have reached the stage
when the law is being badly administered,
and the Government must accept responsi-
hility for that. All the Opposition ecan do
is to bring these matters under notice. If
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the Government will not aceept the responsi-
bility for maintaining the laws it has aban-
doned the right to govern, and in so doing
has destroyed the prestige of the State Par-
liament and provided an exeuse for its dis-
continvance.

The same thing applies in conneetion with
our licensing laws; they have not been en-
foreed even reasonably well. The law can-
not be enforeced one hundred per cent, al-
though I would like to see that excellent
result. The Criminal Code contains over
700 sections. If we cannot get one hundred
per cent. efficiency at least we shounld not
be satisfied with only ten per cent. I have
seen hotels selling liquor after honrs to
girls of 16 years of age under police pro-
tection. I have seen the pelice come into an
hotel to protect wrong-doers in the continu-
ance of their unlawful trading. I was in an
hotel about half an hour after midnight on
a Sunday night when a party was going on.
There seemed to be several girls under 16
years of age drinking alcoholie liquors. A
little disturbance arose and the proprietor
rang up the poliee station. A sergeant and
two plain-clothes men immediately visited
the place. They quelled the disturbance so
that the girls under 16 years of age could be
supplied with liquor in peace after mid-
night.

It is an extraordinary state of affairs
that those who are breaking the law can send
for the police so that they can break it in
peace, The licensing laws have not been en-
forced. Periodically some obscure person
has been proseented, People have flouted
the law openly for a long time. It is well
known that one can go into any hotel lounge
in this State and be served with liquor to
one heart’s content whether dvring trading
hours or after. The Government has refused
to aecept the responsibility of government,
and Ministers have abandoned their duty to
the heads of departments. It is extraordinary
that a junior police officer, who may have
held his position for only two or three
years, should decide whether or not a law-
breaker should be proseeuted, and should
know that one person can be prosecuted hut
not another. No better argument for the
abolition of the State Parliament ean be
found when we know that Parliament is
prepared to stand by year after year
and allow a junior servant who has
been on the job only for ten minates
to deeide whether or not he will en-
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force the law that Parliament makes.
The present Government is mot the only
one at fault. The present system of non-
enforcement of the law did not come into
being with the present Government. The
position has been intensified and has pro-
gressively deteriorated down the years
vntil it has become a positive seandal. If
the Government does not intend to enforee
the law I wounld favour the abolition of
that which relates to licensing. If one man
ean sell liquor contrary to the law his
neighbour should be allowed to do so.

Mr. Seward: Abolish the Government.

Mr. HUGHES: Whom would we putb in
its place?

Mr. Seward: A better one.

Mr. HUGHES: As soon as a better one
is available I shall lend my aid to the sub-
stitute, but I want to be sure that it is a
better one. This is not a growth of yester-
day, the setting up in the community of
privileged law-breakers, of allowing certain
people to trade contrary to the law and.
make big profits, and of blocking out by
means of law enforcement smaller eompeti-
tors. This sort of thing has been going on
for years. It is only because circumstances
have arrived at a particular stage that the
position hag been accentnated and brought
into the public Press more than has been
the ecase in the past. The third very strong
argument for the abolition of this Parlia-
ment, and for handing the control over to
the Commonwealth Government, is that this
Parliament although responsible for the
actions of the Government has abandoned
its right. It does not want the right to
govern. If we do not want that right and
do not stand up for it we deserve to lose it.
Were I a citizen of New Sonth Wales or
Vietorin I would vote for unifieation. I
see no reason for a Parliament in either of
those two States. There is one solid argu-
ment against unification as it applies to
this State. That is based not on the theo-
retical principles of government but upon
our experience of the administration of the
ecountry from Canberra.

Tf we had no State Parliament we would
get o raw deal, and Western Australia
would, I think, be in a very bad way, We
have always experienced the difficulty that
so far as the Eastern States are concerned,
particularly New South Wales and Vietoria,
Western Australia never enters into their
view. They have never given a thought
to whether the people of Western Australia
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are living or dead. To them New South
Wales and Vietoria constitute Australia,
and all government in their view should be
directed to benefiting the people of those
States. Consequently we suffer in a very
pronounced way. Unification would be
calamitous for us. Very likely in five years
after its consummation, we would have
lost one-half of our population. The people
would simply have to go to the Eastern
States. T am told that in the Midland June-
tion Workshops 14 or 15 machines are lying
idle at present although they are capable
of making munitions. Yet every day we
hear talk about the need for munitions.
Would that be happening if those machines
were in Melbourne or Sydney? It would
not be difficult for the authorities respon-
sible for distributing the war work to
arrange for {hose machines at Midland
Junetion to be used. But no, there is
always parsmount the idea of dragging
everything to the Eastern States. Consider
the number of tradesmen and other skilled
workers who have gone to the Eastern
States since the war began, looking for
employment, bleeding us of the services of
skilled men.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And our population,
too!

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. Naturally a man
will not consent to starve in Western Aus-
tralia if he can get something to eat in
Victoria. When I came here, the positions
were reversed. My people came to Western
Australia beeause they could not get enough
to eat in Vietoria, but they were able to get
something to eat when they came here.
There is an urgent need, particularly for
‘Western Australia, to grapple with the prob-
lem of unification. We should show the
people that it is to their interests to have
a loeal autonomons government, and the
way to do that is for Ministers to go into
the country. I helieve the Government
would get the backing of Parliament if it
would assume the responsibilities of gov-
ernment. Instead of allowing junior eivil
servants {o decide important questions of
policy, and instead of passing all adminis-
trative vesponsibility wherever possible to
boards and commissions, if we could have
Ministerial responsibility with the attendant
responsibility to Parliament, we could estab-
lish a right to the continuance of this Par-
liament. I suggest that we take heed before
it is too late and show the people that if
there are solid reasons for unification, yet
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g0 far as this part of the Commonwealth
is concerned those reasons are not suffi-
ciently weighty to combat the grounds for
having & local autonomous Parliament. If
we do not take this action, there will be
no State Parliament, and we, its members,
will be responsible for that state of affairs.

One very unfortunate feature of the aban-
donment of the responsibility for govern-
ment by the Government bas been the bring-
ing into operation of what is known as the
vice squad. The member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe very cleverly drew a red herring
across the track because he, probably aware
that the Government might be subject to
censure for its shortcomings, put up some-
thing which we could all diseuss and which
would be a matter of public interest. I
think the vice squad has created more pub-
lic interest than Qid the uniform taxzation
proposals. The position of most people to-
day is that as soon as they get one tax assess-
ment paid there is another in the post, if
they have not received it already. They seem
to have settled down to a realisation that
the Commissioner of Taxation is a perman-
ent ereditor. I agree to a large extent with
what the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
said about the vice squad. There was much
justifieation for his remarks. Juvenile drink-
ing had developed to such an extent un-
checked that it became a regular thing for
Jjuveniles to congregate in certain hotel
lounges, notwithstanding that the law is very
stringent against supplying persons appar-
ently under the age of 21, The licensee is
not required to go to the trouble of proving
that the person is under 21; if the person
is apparently under the age of 21, the licen-
see commits an offence by serving him with
liquor. But licensees have been serving
juveniles openly with the knowledge of the
police, the knowledge of Cabinet, and the
knowledge of every member of this Parlia-
ment. In the past we know that Cabinet
Ministers have been the owners of lounges
where liquor was consumed.

When the war broke out, what could be
more natural than that young men, thous-
ands of miles from their homes, their people
and the female companions with whom they
had a right to associate for soeial amenity,
should gravitate to a place where they would
meet members of the other sex? 8o the
problem was not diseovered by the member
for Subiaco. I do not agree that the mem-
ber for Subiaco discovered it beeause Caesar
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and his predecessors bad to deal with it, and
Caesar dealt with it on lines different from
those in which the hon. member believes,
Suddenly we get a burst of righteousness. I
know as a fact it is not true that every girl
arrested by the vice squad has veneresl dis-
ease. If necessary, I could produce some
girls to prove it. Because & few had venereal
disease, there was a lot of trumpeting of
crime unnecessarily.  The police have no
right to put a girl in gaol or eharge her un-
der the vagrancy provisions because she has
venereal disease. Time after time I have
protested in the courts against the improper
use of the vagraney law, Under it, an ae-
cused person may be put in gaol for asso-
cisting with convicted persons. That is a
terribly barsh provision. If a person serves
a term of imprisonment, as soon as he is re-
leased, all respeetable people have to shun
him, If they fail to do so, the police may
prosecute under the vagraney law on a
charge of being an associate of a convieted
person. Surely that is not a civilised method!
When a man has gerved the penalty imposed
upon him, that should be the end of it until
he commits another offence.

Mr, Sampson: It is never the end.

Mr. HUGHES: No, because we have the
vagrancy law. We all know there are houses
of ill-famne, and that the real estate of some
of them is owned by most righteous and re-
spectable people who do not turn a hair
when taking the rent for those places, not-
withstanding their knowledge of the source
from which it comes. These places are car-
ried on with the cognisance of the police,
the Government and every member of Par-
liament. Periodically, however, a policeman,
for some unknown reason, will arrest one
of these women and charge her under the
vagrancy law. She is brought before the
court and is either sent to prison or fined.
I consider that to be a very wrong use of
the vagrancy law.

Therc is a practice that has become very
pronounced in recent years. If a crime is
committed and the police have not found
the offender but suspect somebody, they ar-
rest hime and charge him with being a vag-
rant and keep him in eustody. If they can-
not pin the crime on to him, or if the evi-
dence shows he did not commit the erime,
they bring him before the eourt on a vag-
rancy charge. They say, “You were seen
talking to Bill Smith in the street, and Bill
Smith is a convicted person.” On that
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charge he is fined or ordered seven days
imprisonment, probably after having already
spent three or four days in gacl. That is
a shocking abuse of the vagrancy sections
of the Act.

There was a public demonstration because
a few young girls were drinking in hotel
lounges and fraternising with soldiers, and
police aetivity took plaece. Had the police
carrvied out the law governing those lounges,
this problem would not have arisen, becaunse
girls of 15 or 16 years of age would not
have been drinking in the lounges. It was
only because the police had not earried out
their activities, and becanse the Government
had condoned their inactivity, that the prob-
lem arose. Because one section of the police
made a few arrests and got good publicity,
we got this fantastically named vice squad
and all this talk about venereal disease, in-
cluding a statement that 60 per cent of the
male population is affected by the disease.
I do not think that percentage is true. I
have moved about a lot in the last 30 or
40 years, and I would say that if we knocked
the nonght off and made it 6 per cent. we
would bhe somewhere pear the mark. Of
cowrse, the youth of today is not as good
as he was in your day, Mr. Speaker, but I
do“not think he has gone too far down the
scale.

With all the glamour and all the publicity
about the viece squad, the problem has not
heen solved. The major problem is still
with us. The problem is one of biclogical
impulse, and we cannot control that with
theological precepts. We have been trying
do so for 2,000 years. This problem can
be solved only as other problems have been
solved. I think the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment tackled the problem in a very wise
way. I do not know to what extent Federal
members were playing up, but the Com-
monwealth Government decided to give mem-
bers’ wives priority in travelling to Can-
berra. That is solving the problem in a
practical way. If husbands get out of hand,
send over someone who can control them,
I understood the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe to sound a note of warning that,
gince this reformatory impulse had come,
we must take steps to ensure that it was
not carried to the other extreme. We hava
to be on the alert for that. This viee squad
reminds me of those sudden vevivals like
missionary or religious revivals.
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Nobody wants to interfere with the vice
squad, nobody wants to put obstacles in the
way of those police officers doing their
duty; but I think we ought to recognise,
and I believe the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe recognises, that these police officers
are merely human beings. They are very
uvseful human beings, but there are no
mature men in the vice squad; the members
of that squad are only lads, with a lot still
to learn about human nature and perhaps
about theology as well. They are keen and
anxions for promotion—sand in the Police
Force promoticn goes by numbers of convie-
tions seeured. I suppose that cannot be
helped; but under the system the good offi-
cer is one who shows a good record of con-
vietions. In their youth and enthusiasm
the members of the viee squad, anxious to
do their job, are apt to go a bit too far.
It is utterly wrong that people who are do-
ing no wrong should have their liberties
eurtailed simply because something wrong
is liable to happen.

For instance, I consider it most objee-
tionable for a police officer to go into the
lounge of an hotel where there is a decent,
respectable martied woman nearly 60 years
of age, one who is living with her husband
and bringing up their family, and ask that
woman, ‘‘How old are you?’’ That i§ a
downright impertinence, Nine women out
of ten would resent being questioned in
an hotel lounge by a police officer—especi-
ally if the woman had nothing at all against
her, so that the police would have mno
ground whatever for questioning her. Is
the womsan to tell her age for the informa-
tion of all within earshot in & hotel lounge?
I know of a ease where a woman who had
12 children, half of them girls, diseovered
that one of the girls was getting a bit out
of hond. She remonstrated with her
daughter. The daughter gave some cheek
and the mother boxed her ears. Next day
down came the women police and told the
rirl, who is 17 years of age, ‘*You leave
home and go to live with relations.”” The
wonmen police induced that girl te leave
home. They said to her, *‘You ean leave
home.”” Bat the girl had no right to leave
home at 17 yvears of age simply hecause her
mother hoxed her ears, being well entitled
to box them. The mother pointed out to
the women police that there were six
daughters vounger than this girl, and that
with o family of twelve she could not allow
a gir] of 17 to set a had example to the
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younger sisters. Then, as I have said, the
gir]l gave the mother cheek, and the mother
boxed her ears. Thereupon the women
police, without inquiring whether the
mother was in the right or in the wrong,
told the girl, ‘“You can leave home if your
mother hits you; go and live with some of
your relatives.’’ Incidently I may say that
I used to think the ‘‘Mother of Ten” who
wrote to the newspapers was a myth, but
here was a mother of twelve! This woman
did not know otherwise than that if the
women police told the girl she conld leave
home, she, the mother, could not stop her.
The girl was taken away.

What chance have parents of controlling
their children if, upon their applying some
parental diseipline to a echild, the women
poliee come along and advise the child to
leave home? What was the result in this
case? After the girl had been away from
her home for four or five months the
mother went to the police and told them
that the girl was getting into bad company.
The police did nothing. The relative with
whom the gir! was living was doing her
utmost to keep the girl straight; but what
chance has a cousin of controlling a child
whom the father and mother cannot con-
trol? It is absurd to expect a distant rela-
tive to exercise parental control when the
police would not allow the very parents to
exercise it. Notwithstanding that econ-
sideration, when the poliee were informed
of the position by the girl’s eousin they did
nothing. Eventually the vice squad picked
the girl up and charged her with vagrancy.
Although, on police advice, she pleaded
guilty, I am convinced that she would not
have been convieted had she pleaded not
euilty.  All that the police eould prove
against her was that she had been seen
drinking with an American snilor in a
saloon bar. The sailor was a respectable
lad. She has no V.D., and has never had
it; but she was picked up by the vice squad
and charged with vagraney. Harving
pleaded guilty on the advice of the
police she now has that convietion recorded
against her, The police sent her back to
her parents with the stigma of a convietion
for vagraney plns the stigma of having
passed through the hands of the vice squad.

Next, the relative with whom the gir] had
heen staying was prosecuted, the eharge be-
inz that of contributing to the delinquency
of the girl. This cousin is a young morried
woman, with four children of her own, and
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her husband is a working man. The police
dragged the young woman to the police
court and made her answer a criminal
charge. The case against her was so weak,
however, that it was dismissed at the con-
clusion of the evidence for the prosecution.
She, however, has no redress. She pays for
her defence in addition to suffering the in-
dignity of being dragged te a police court
withoot even a prima facie case against her
and of having her name, probably, blazoned
in the Press. That is a case of which I know
the facts. The conduet of the police officers,
I consider, was scandalous. The case affords
complete justification for the warning given
by a member of the benech. In my opinion
he did a public service when he told a mem-
ber of the vice squad, “In your reformative
zeal, do not run amuck and injure innocent
members of the publie.”

The question may be asked, “What injury
has been donme to the woman, seeing that
she was acquitted?”’ But it is noft a very
nice thing for a respectable married woman
who has four children to be dragged to the
police court to defend herself against a
criminal charge. I consider that police offi-
eers, especially the women police and some
officers of the Child Welfare Depariment,
should make some kind of investigation be-
fore adjudicating on disputes between
parent and child. In my electorate there are
women who have horne five or six children
and brought them up, and who have for-
gotten more than some of the officers of the
Child Welfare Department have learnt about
rearing children. But both the Police and
the officers of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment should pause and consider before advis-
ing children to leave home. The fact that
there has been a row between a parent and
child is no ground for saying to the child,
“You cannot get on with your parent; leave
home.” I think the opposite attitude ought
to be adopted.  In this case the officials
should have said to the girl, “You got what
you were looking for. Your mother has the
responsibility for bringing up her younger
children gnd also her older children and, if
she boxed your ears, she did not do it for
nothing.” In my opinion the mother was
quite justified in the action she took. The
problem ecannot be solved in that way, Tt
is a biologieal problem and eannot be solved
by theological precepts.

I have looked at the young girls who have
been presented at the Police Court. 1 saw
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them in the dock—not privately—and they
are merely silly kids, most of whom were
carried away by emotionalism.

The Minister for Lands: And flattery.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; and, unfortunately,
by finding their companions in lounge hars.
It is a curions thing to note that in all these
prosecutions a police officer goes into the
box and testifies, “This gixl is 16 years of
age. I saw her drinking in this lounge bar.”
Yet there has not been one prosecution of g
hotelkeeper for supplying liquor to a per-
son under 21 years of age! I heard a police
officer admit that he asked a woman of 24
years how old she was, while at the same
time there was present another girl under
21 years of age of whom he did not make
the same inguiry. The only inference is
that he did not want to prosecute the hotel-
keeper for a breach of the Licensing Act.
That is why he did not ask the younger girl
her age; she might have replied, “I am 19,”
and then he would have had to take action
against the hotelkeeper. He therefore picked
out a mairon—a winner—and asked, “How
old are you?’ He said the other girl ap-
peared to be under 21. To question her,

however, might have involved a pro-
secution for a breach of the Licensing
Act. There has not heen one such

prosecution, notwithstanding that day after
day this testimony has heen given about
these young girls drinking in hotel lounges.
I am not suggesting for a moment that that
would help to solve this problem.

I happen to be working in the building
where the American Administrative Forces
are congregated. Consequently, around the
building there are always American sailors
and soldiers. I think the “blitz” that the
American sailors and soldiers had to stand
when they arrived from the women of Perth
was pretty tongh. They were absolutely
“blitzed” hy our womenfotk. One eould not
o round the corner without falling over an
Ameriean soldier or zailor and an Austra-
lian girl. There lias been some clamowr
in the Press about this matter, but there is
a much deeper problem. These silly little
girls can he sent to better places than to
the police eourt. Other women acting in
exactly the same way are not being inter-
fered with in any shape or form, because
they happen to be in n better social posi-
tion and perbaps better off finanecially,
There is no suggestion that we shounld round
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them up. The Police do not charge them
under the vagraney laws.

The only explanation I can offer is that
these women are better placed and probably
can wield some influence. But if one group
is sclected I think other groups should not
be exempted. We should not pick up a
little factory girl because she has  gone
silly for a fortnight or so and commit her
to prison, especially when there is ample
power under the Health Act to deal with
the problem. If it were thought that the
girl was suffering from a certain type of
disease and vequired attention, the matter
could have heen dealt with under that Aet,
withont any pelice court proseeution. These
girls now have a ecriminal record, and a
very nasty one. They are classed as rogues
and vagabonds, legally so, because they have
been convicted under the vagraney laws. In
my opinion, it was using a sledge hammer
to solve n problem that did not need a
hammer at all.

Mr. Watts: A sledge hammer to erack a
peanut !

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, There is nothing
so bad that it has not some good in it. The
vice squad has made quite a topic of dis-
cussion for members of Parliament. Ex-
cept the war, there is hardly anything for
us to talk about. T sometimes wonder
whether there is really a war on. I have,
of eourse, scen a proelamation in the “Com-
monwealth QGovernment Gazette,” but I
doubt if this country is really at war, be-
eause I cannot conceive of any country at
war doing the things we do and leaving un-
done the things we ought to do. Jem are
heing gathered into the Army, the Air Foree
and other scrvices. From what people tell
us, we know that half of these men are
walking about doing nothing. They are not
heing trained to handle the equipment which
they will be ealled on to use when on active
service. They are marching over sandhills,
but learning nothing. They are idling their
time. These men will say, “If we only had
something to do to fill in the day, it would
not he too had.”

I know the psychology of the Army. For
15 vears I was in the public service and the
psychology of the Army is the psychology
of the publie service. If one is the head of
2 branch in ihe publie service, the object
is to build wp the department. So the rec-
retary gets a typist, the typist an assistant
and the assistant an office boy. There are
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thus four people under the control of the
head of the department, who then goes to his
senior and says, “I am controlling these
peeple and should get more money.” That
is the way public servants get rises, and
that is the psychology of the Army. Every
captain wants his unit up to full strength.
He then goes along to the colonel and says,
“I ought to be n major, 1 have five ser-
geants, 11 corporals and two privates.” The
colonel snyvs, “Of course, you should be a
major. Then T should no lomger be a
colonel. T should be promoted to brigadier.”
That is the psychology of the Army,
and that is what is going on today.

The Army is gathering in men. I do not
know what method it adopts in the selection
of offieers, but it was put to me in the
Terrace the other day—and I think there
is something in it—that the first qualifiea-
tion a man needs to become an officer in the
Fighting Forces, and particularly an ad-
ministrative officer, is that he should have
been a failure or inefficient in private life.
I know of people who would not he paid
30s. a week in ordinary lLife, but they are
strutting around as majors and with more
swank than Napoleon had. I am told that
Napoleon lay down on the ground and put
an overcoat over himself. I bet that one
of these men of whom I am speaking would
not do that. He wonld ring up headquarters
for a bed to be sent out to him, if he were
in the same position as Napoleon!

The Alinister for Mines: I would not
blame him—if he eould get the hed!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not knew what is
the radio-nctive structure of brass, but it
seems to me that as soon as we put two brass
buitons in front of a man’s coat, he
becomes quite a different person. If
these men were out of work when war
occurred, or if their business was not
prosperons and thev had the chanee of
& more remunerative job with the Defence
Forces, one cannot blame them for taking it.
What gets under my skin is that although
I know their former eircumstances, some of
them want to tell me how patriotic they
were, and how they gave up an income of
£3,000 o year, to accept a mere colonel's
pav. There should he an amendment of the
Criminal Code providing for murder in
self-defence against snch people, When they
get a couple of brass buttons, they are dif-
ferent prople altogether- Formerly these
men were quite normal eitizens who could
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be talked to aud reasoned with, and could
be relied upon to do anything to help one;
but as soon as they got a eouple of stars on
their shoulders they became arrogant, and
as soon Bs onc asks them something they
inquire whether one knows there is a war
on. One person replied, “Yes, and won't you
know there has been a war on when it is all
over!”
Mr. Mc¢Donald: You said that?

Mr. HUGHES: No. Somecbody else did,
It seems to me that a wrong psychology
has been built up, particularly in the ad-
ministrative officers. They should realise
that when eivilians have got to do business
with them, they do nof go to apnoy them or
harass them, but because they have business
on their own behalf or on bebalf of some-
body else. I do not say that all these offi-
cers are the same. Some behave today just
as they did before they received the radio-
activity of the brass buttons. However, it
seems to me that fifth columnists are not the
trouble in our war effort but that our
enemy’s best friend is the old school tie. So
far as I can gather, appointments have been
made not because people have qualifications
for the jobs, not hecause the nation wanted
their services in its hour of need, but because
they wanted a job and had some influential
friend able to give it to them. The sooner
they get out of it, or the sooner they realise
that it is not a maiter of brass buttons,
majors’ erowns, or brigadier-generals’ epan-
lettes, but that they are just public servants,
and the sooner they recognise that a man
is not a dog becaunse he is a privete, and
adopt a different attitude to the man below,
the better it will be.

1 heard onec man ask, when it was a ques-
tion whether he knew if a certain per-
son was an officer or not, “Did he speak
like an oflicer, in an arrogant way?’ That
was the test of whether a man was an officer
or not. In the year 1942, that psvchology
should be thrown overboard. There should
be a closer alignment between the ranks.
One thing wrong with our officer class is that
they are enervated with rich living. They
live too well. ‘One cannot live in luxury
and undergo strenuous physieal exereise.
If one is to undergo strenuous physieal train-
ing, one must live under rigid and austere
conditions and not have seven-course din-
ners. I wonder whether the Japanese army,
when it ezlls for cooks, tests them by asking
them to prepare a seven-course dinner!

Mr. McDonald: They have morve courses
than that in Moscow.

Mr. HUGHES: Do they?

The Minister for Mines: That was only
when the British Prime Minister was there!

Mr. HUGHES: There is too much dis-
erimination between the officer class and the
ranks. There should he either a levelling-
up or a levelling-down. The rates of pay
are out of all proportion, and the officers
shauld adopt a different outlook towards the
general public. I am not quite sure whether
we are af war, I will pive members one
strong reason for believing we are not. If
we were at war, those in authority would
realise that this is a mechanical war, and the
determining factor will be the superiority
of the vietorious nation and its ability to
maintain its mechanical equipment. There
is something that is more valuable than gold.
It is the very lifeblood of our defence. I
refer to petrol for driving vehicles, From
my observations, I would say that the first
business of the Military Forces in Ausira-
lia is to consume as much petrol as possible
as unnecessarily as possible. One has only
to live where I live to come to that con-
clusion.

Walking around the district between 9
and 10 o’clock in the morning, one would
be unlucky not to see half-a-dozen military
vehicles, driven by attractive young ladies,
going north and coming from the north.
One nrever sees (wo pentlemen in the
same vehicle. The driver never takes two or
three at the one time, which I suppose is as
it should be. Notwithstanding that there
are trams running up and down and that
there is enly a mile to walk to town, one ean
see precions petrol—for 1 shonld say patrol
is precions from a military point of view—
being burnt up day after day by officers,
some of whom in private life did not have
a lady chaffeur in their own business but
drove their ears themselves,

Mr. Mann: A lof of them walked.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. I do not know
whether my words arc likely to carry any
weight, but I protest against this wanton
waste of petrol, day in and day out. I have
counted while I walked to town no less than
six heavy vechicles—about 35 ewts.—in five
minutes, These vehicles consume a fair
amount of petrol and use up a fair quan-
tity of rubber tyres. They are driven out
to snburbs to bring in various people. We
cannot afford that. From the meagre infor-
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mation at our disposal, we must come to the
conelusion that in the present eircumstances
we cannot afford to waste precious petrol
and rubber. But it seems to me that this war
has produced a erop of celebrities out of
nonentities, and they have to demonstrate
by ostentation that they are eelebrities. In-
stead of going about their business as the
rest of us do and getting it done, they have
to make a display of ostentation and
theatricalism, and that and the old school
tie, permeate our Fighting Forces, and seem
to be the major reasons why we are not do-
ing as well as we should. We, as members
of Parliament, should raise our voices in
protest against the present waste. We con-
tinually hear complaints in connection with
manpower. I would like to know how many
departments the Commonweslth Govern-
ment has esiablished in this State to overlap
departments already in existence and which
could have done the work.

Everyone who owned a motor car—or even
if he only hoped to own it by paying the
instalments as many of us do—had it regis-
tered at the Traffic Department which had
a complete record of it and its equipment.
The department had the information indexed
under the ownper’s name, and it would have
been a simple matter for a typist to have
gone there and extracted a list of the cars
in this State. What they could not have
got from the eentre they ecould have got
from the outside. But no, we get the Liquid
Fuel Control Board, and all the information
has again to be supplied to that board. So
there is a duplicate record in Government
departments in this State—one Federal and
one State. The next thing we know is that
the military authorities compel us to render
the same return, so that three departments
are looking after these cards, and in some
cases there is g soldier walking up and down
with a fixed bayonet outside the building
housing the records. What would he the use
of stealing one of the triplicate eards? The
other two would be extant. Then when we
licensed our cars last year we had to send
in a fourth return. I do not know who got
it. That means there is a quadruplicate ser-
vice. I suggest that these authorities are not
in possession today of one bit more infor-
mation than was in the possession of the
Traffic Department in the first place. I do
not know whether the State Government re-
fused to eo-operate with the Commonwealth
Government, but I do not think so.
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The Minister for Mines: We offered every
assistance.

Mr. HUGHES: All this manpower busi-
ness could easily have been handled by the
State Labour Department. Why could not
that department, which was already in exis-
tance in this State and had the machinery
to handle this business, have done so? In
King-street on one corner we have the State
Labour Buoreau dealing with the finding of
employment for people, and about 20 yards
up the street the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has set up a similar office and called
it the Manpower Office. Men have been
called up for service. The Area Officer in
cach area, or at least in my area, sends out
notices to people as they come of military
age, and he has been doing it for three years.
As fay as T know he has been doing it effi-
ciently and it has been working all right.
Now we find that a Civil Construction Corpg
has established itself and taken a niee
big huilding in Murray-street. It has torn
all the inside down and started to remodel
the building, and is sending out notices to
people in my electorate calling on them for
service in this Civil Construction Corps.
Why could not the Area Officer who sent
out evervone else’s notices have sent out the
notices to these people? But no, once again
departments are duplicated! Now that we
have the Civil Construetion Corps, I sup-
pose it will duplieate the services already in
cxistence. We ecould go on quoting instances
of duplication ad lib.

QOn the other hand, while we see all round
us waste and duplication we are again told
by the Press that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment 1is going to borrow another
£100,000,000. I supposo in these days I will
have to add my little bit. What is another
£100,000,000? T would like to ask a gques-
tion of those gentlemen who go on the pub-
lic platform and urge pecple to subseribe
to these loans. Do they honestly believe that
the loans will be repaid? Every person who
gets on that platform and urges people to
lend money should answer that question. If
they did they would raise their voices in
protest against the waste that is going on.
They would say to the people organising
these war loans, “We cannot go on the plat-
foym and urge the people to lend their
money when they can see it wasted all
around them. If you would curtail the waste
vou wounld not need half this money.”
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Curiously enongh although we have the
invader at our front door we have never
bad such prosperity in Australia; not in
my life at any rate. I have never known
this country to he so economically pros-
perous, and I have seen some of the good
days. I saw the roaring nineties, and there
was prosperity then, but today the fown is
flowing with milk and honey and in the
Eastern States it is very mnuch befter. We
have a war on and what we could not get
in peace we have in war. We have child
endowment, pensions for widows, pensions
for defacto wives-—and that is an economic
step beyond our wildest dreams. We have
no one unemployed. If we want somebody
to do some work we are unahle to get any-
one.

We have no destitution. I anm, economi-
cally, overwhelmed. I thought I knew some-
thing about economics, but this is extra-
ordinary. In my electorate where, unfor-
tunately, destitution was very rife, I have
not met a destitute person for the last 18
months. I have not heard of anybedy who
was without food becouse he could not get
employment during that time. And we
have a war on! We have the epemy knock-
ing at our door. That side of the war is a
wonderful proposition, and so far as it is
concerned it is a pity that we could not stop
half the war; that js the destruction half—
the killing of humans—and allow the other
half to go on. If we are going to get that
prosperity with war, what a pity that we
eould not have dummy buallets and fire them
across the horders at nations and keep this
game going all the time, and maintain un-
told prosperity! If in time of war, without
production and when people are going out
of production, we ean have all these ad-
vances in social legislation and amenities,
what should he the minimum we conld
achieve in peace? We should be able to
have a basic wage in real goods ten times
what it is today.

That is the lesson of the last three years.
The hasic wage, not in terms of money, but
in terms of purchasing powcer should be ten
times what it is at the present time. It is
all right while we are living on horrowed
monev, hut when the war finishes and
we still have these enormous borrowings of
£100,000,000 at a time, I am afraid that the
people will still want their interest, and
then we will be facing this problem: So
long as we can go on borrowing
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£100,000,000 at a (ime it will be all right,
because the gome will go on. The same
£100,000,000 will he horrowed next month
as was borrowed a few months ago. Those
people who say the war loan must be a
success are either fools or knaves; they
know it mus{ be a success because the
£100,000,000 that went into the previous
loan is now out again and the people hav-
ing it will want to lend it. If no one took
the platform in support of the war loan, it
would be subscribed just the same because
the £100,000,000 is back in eirculation. Xt
returns each time. The only point is that
every time it revolves, it gets into the same
hands and they acquire the right to a fur-
ther interest contribution. I have noticed
the publication of the names of large sub-
seribers to the variens war loans.

Hon. C. G, Latham: There are large sub-
seribers, such as insurance companies.

Mr. HUGHES: If I subscribed £31, my
name would not be published in the news-
paper, although that might be a greater
sacrifice to me than a subscription of
£30,000 would be to somebody else.

Hon, C. G. Latham: It is only your mod-
esty that leads to your name not appearing.

Mr. HUGHES: No, I bhave not yet
reached a stage when I ean invest in a war
loan. As I was saying, the money goes into
the same hands. Look at the subseribers to
cach war loan and we find the names of
the same finaneial institutions and of the
same people. It has to be that way because,
in the cireulation, the money has to go baeck
into the same hands. If the process con-
tinues, we shall eventually have a debt on
which we shall be unable to meet the in-
terest charges. Suppose the war lasts for
ten vears and there is no increase in the
population of Australia, and suppose we
borrow at the vate of the Iast three years,
what will be the interest on the war debt?
We shall not be able to pay it. I wonder
what those people whe are mrging others
to lend their money intend to do about
re-paving. When the war is over, do they
intend to inflate the ewrreney and destroy
the value of those war honds, or do they
intend to deflate and make the people
accept a nueh lower standard of living?
Notwithstanding all the promises ahout a
new order, I am afraid they have in mind
a mental reservation that they will deflate
and put us through the mill as they did in
1930-36. They have no infention of inflating
and destroving the value of the bonds; they
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are going to deflate. We cannot stay put;
we have to inflate or deflate, In the defla-
tion proecess we are going to pass through
the same ordeal as before only in a worse
form.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Minister for
Railways thinks we will have inflation.

Mr. HUGHES: There has been a certain
amount of inflation already, which ig hardly
fair to people who are lending their money.
It is hardly fair to ask & person to invest
£10 in a war loan, which may entail a big
sacrifice by that person, if we have a men.
tal reservation that we are going to inflate
and the £10 will disappear.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then what is the
alternative to winning the war? I hope we
do not in my lifetime have to live under
Japanese domnination.

Mr. HUGHES: I hope so, too, though it
might not do the hon. member any harm to
have s little Japanese discipline for & week
or two. There is a remedy, but I do not
know whether the Leader of the Opposition
will agree with it. When a country is at
war, the remedy is to take from any pri-
vate person whatever he has that i3 Te-
quired for war purposes, and without giv-
ing him bonds. A boy of 18 might be train-
ing for a career; his life has scareely be-
gun. Yet we say to him, *‘There is a war
on. We are going to put you in camp ang
train you as a soldier, interrupting your
life’s training, which you may never re-
cover, and possibly you may lose your life.
We are going to take from you everything
you have, including, if neeessary, your
life.’’ Then we go round the corner and
say to a middle-aged or an old man who has
had his life, ““You have £500 which we
want to help us win the war. We do not
propose to take it; lend it to us and we will
pay vou good interest and exempt you from
taxation.’’

Hon, C. G. Latham: That is net right.

Mr. HUGHES: That is not a fair break.
Let us do with the man of money as we do
with the boy.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T agrec with that.

Mr. HUGHES: Let us say, “You have
certain property that is wanted to win the
war. We have taken the boy of 18 years,
who may afterwards return to his career if he
does not lose his life in the war. Tf he is
a married man and is killed, his widow will
be paid a couple of pounds a week so long
as she lives. We want yvour money.” If the
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man gave his money interest free, he would
not be making as great a saerifice as the
boy.

Hon, C. . Latham: I agree with you in
that.

Mr. HUGHES: That is the way we could
face up to the problem. I object to this
continuous horrowing on two grounds. IE
those who are urging the people to lend in-
tend the money to be repaid, they can do it
only by a stringent deflation period after
the war which is going to crush the prole-
tariat. 1If they do not intend to repay the
money and if they intend to destroy it by
inflation, it is not fair to many lenders who
would be giving up money they could ill
aﬂford.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would not be fair
to the worker, cither. If he received £1 on
Friday, it might be worth much less on Mon-
day.

Mr, HUGHES: The workers of East
Perth have no need to worry about the value
on Monday of a pound they received on the
Friday, because it would he gone. I venture
to say that after they had received their
pay, 80 per cent. would not have a pound
left over and above their living expenses,
I fear there is going to be deflation, that
when the urge is gone, the war being over,
and we have all this burden of debt on us,
those holding power in Parliament will
change their attitude, T have no faith in the
promise of a new order. Only the other day
we heard a terrific howl from certain quar-
ters because the basic wage was put up.
That fact does not avgur well for a new
order. The pay these people were receiving
merely maintained the status quo. Neverthe-
less there was a howl! I am afraid of the
deflation which is bound to ensue after all
the tribulations and privations the people
have suffered.

We should never borrow money whilst at
war., One does not fight a war with any-
thing that is not created in the generation
during which the war is fought. Apart from
such military equipment as was in existence
at the beginning of the war, everything
needed to fight the war has to be produced
in the contemporary generation. The food
has to be produced today. The munitions
and equipment of war have to be produced
today. Therefore, if anybody is going to
stand for accumulated heritages as the re-
sult of a war, he is battening on the distress
of his fellow-citizens. There should be no
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such thing as borrowing money at the pre-
gent time; no such thing at the termination
of the war as saying to a young fellow whom
we put into eamp—causing an interruption
during the best years of his life, when he
should be learning a profession or a trade—
and who has been lucky enough to come oui
with his life, “Boy, you bave done all that
was expected of you, and now you represent
£1,200 of debt. Before the war started you
owed £800, but now you owe £1,200. Now
start and pay back the £1,200” There is
nothing very equitable about that.

I have no intention of trespassing on
the finnneial megalomania of the mem-
ber for Murchison, but may I say that
I agree with him that there is a method,
and a perfectly proper method, of financing
a war. In something the hon. member stated
yesterday, I think he was not quite right.
He said that gold as a curremey unit was
not stable. I am inclined to think that gold
is stable, and therefore I would not like to
see gold destroyed as a curreney unit. Of
course I cannot be accepted as an expert,
but if I were in England and wrote these
things out to Australia, people would prob-
ably say, “That is an expert; he is a long
way off.” Very likely gold is the best medium
for settling balances, but rigid adherence
to gold as the one basis of currency is the
cause of all the tronble. If we limit our
currency to gold and work on that basis, we
shall cramp progress. I am inclined to be-
lieve, possibly without having thought very
deeply on the subjeet, that gold has had a
stable basis, I go back now to the days when
Western Australia was opening up its gold-
fields, when we blazed the track and took
the rough stuff and then established social
amenities and made it nice for people to
come here, when the member for Hannans
and the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe and
the President of the Legislative Couneil
came to Western Australia, after the track
had been blazed, and saw the goldfields——

The Minister for Mines: What had been
the goldfields.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. In those days the
basic wage in Perth was 48s. per week; and
on the goldfields, as the Minister for Mines
would probably reeollect, it was 10s. 6d. per
day.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: It was 10s, on the
goldfields and 7s. on the coast.

Mr. HUGHES: The standard price of
gold then was £3 17s. 6d. per ounce on a
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basic wage of 47s. per week. The basic
wage now is 953, per week, or twice the for-
mer amount; and the price of gold is about
£10 per ounce. I contend that in the main
gold has kept a fairly constant ratio to the
basic wage. It ean be argued that gold has
remained stable inasmuch as its ratio to an
average of prices of index commodities has
been fairly constant. The member for Mur-
chison possibly was a little in error from
that aspeet, On the other hand, we have
enormous borrowings. I learned from the
Press that a deputation consisting of the
cream of the Opposition waited on the Min-
ister for Lands with the suggestion that he
should write down the rate of interest on
debts owing by farmers to the Agricultural
Bank. I am gbsolutely convinced that the
time is long overdue for farmers to get some
relief from the enormous interest burden
they have borne and are now bearing. I
agree with my friends on the right that there
is nothing so good for a country as the pos-
session of a contented and prosperous yeo-
manry. We do not want numerons large
holdings. If we have a considerable section
of our community getting its livelihood
from farming and pastoral pursuits, living
in touch with Nature, getting good heslth
from the pure country air very unlike that
of the city, rising with the sun, living a life
that is worth more than all the money that
can be got in St. George’s-terrace, then we
have the backbone of a great country.

I am aware that the farmers and agri-
cultural workers of Western Australia are
a section of the community that ought to be
encouraged. They have had a bad time. They
are overburdened with interest charges be-
canse, when wheat was £1 per bag, salesmen
went out from the city and sold the rural
community anything whatsoever. Residents
of agricultural districts were urged by high
pressure salesmanship to commit themselves
to liabilities which otherwise they would
never have dreamt of ineurring. They bor-
rowed money from the banks. I know of
cases where bank managers aetually sug-
gested to farmers that they should have an
overdraft—in the good days when wheat was
£1 a bag. At that time the bank manager
would say to a farmer-client, “How much
do you want? Open an overdraft. Smith
round the corner has an overdraft.” In
those days it was the hallmark of respecta-
bility to have an overdraft. And so the
farmers were induced to have overdrafis.
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But when they made those contracts, they
made them on the basis of wheat at £1 per
bag. Had wheat been down to 6s. per bag,
the farmers would never have committed
themselves to these contracts with the banks.
The basis of the contracts was the status
quo. The farmer meant to pay, but when
wheat dropped from £1 per bag to 6s. per
bag he could not pay.

Unfortunately, the wvery people who
induced him to ineur those liabilities do not
come along and say magnanimously, ‘‘We
indueed you to enter into this contract, but
now that the status quo is gone and you
are not in a position te pay, we are going
to relieve you of your burden.’’ No, they
want their pound of flesh. I know of city
firms which, during the economic depres-
sion, squeezed every shilling of interest out
of their farmer clients, whether the farmer,
his wife and children had clothes and food
or nof. The time has arrived when farmers
should get some relief from interest pay-
ments. A complete review should be made
of all those contracts. There should be
an equitable distribution of the loss be-
tween the farmer and the first and seecond
mortgagees, But to ask the Agrieultural
Bank to write off interesi is quite another
proposition. It is good for & country to
have farmers—the farmer a most desir-
able ecitizen—but it is a calamity when
farmers turn legislators. It would be all
very well if the Agricultural Bank, after
writing off £1,000,000 of interest, conld ap-
prouch the people from whom the State bor-
rowed the money and get them to write
off the amount also.

If the Agricultural Bank were to write
off £1,000,00¢ owed by farmers—much as I
would like to see that done, and it is what
the farmers’ representatives are asking for
—the shop girl, the tramway worker and the
labourer of East Perth would have to pay
the interest, hecause the Government will
still have to find the interest on the bor-
rowed money. Any rebate of interest
allo.. -d to the farmer would have to be
made up by the other taxpayers of the
State. Why should the shop girl, the tram-
way worker and the lahourer in East Perth
be asked to find that additional money?
' Most of them are in a position similar to
that of the farmer; they bought homes at
the peak period, entered into contraets, just
as the farmer did, thinking that the status
quo would remain, and then had to stand
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up to their obligations. Thousands lost
their homes and equities during the depres-
sion. I suggest to the gentlemen who
waited on the Minister for Lands that they
presented him with a proposition, but not
with the answer. I do not know whether
the Minister has in the meantime worked
out the answer; if he has, I shall be in-
terested to know it. ‘

This interest problem must be tackled.
It affects not only the farmer, but the busi-
nessman and the worker buying a home.
Even the shop girl who buys a radio has
a big plaster of interest to meet. If we are
to have a better order after the war, if we
are then to have a system based on eredit,
we must find ways and means of providing
people with credit free of interest.
Whether it is done by the method suggested
by the member for Murchison or by some
other method, in my opinion makes no dif-
ference. The alternative is to say, ‘‘Let it
go. Borrow all we ean, spend today, and
let it burst of its own weight.”” Then no-
body will be paid. Unfortunately, such a
course would infliet untold hardship. It
would rob the starting-price bookmaker of
the money he has invested in mortgages.
He would be deprived of the fruits of his
labour. Members will recall that when the
proposal was put forward to reduce profits
of companies to 4 per cent., it was said that
the poor starting-price bookmaker would be
ruined.

Mr. Marshall: What about the £900,000,000
that Russia did not pay?

Mr. HUGHES: Unfortunately, the people
who lent that money to Russia had their
asset destroyed. That was very unfair.
Repudiation strikes at one section of the
community, making it bear the whole bur-
den: consequently mueh hardship ensues.
That is why I consider repudiation is not
the remedy, nor is inflation—the inflation
that merely prints paper money.

Mr. Marshall: That is just as eriminal as
repudiation.

Mr. HUGHES: The remedy is, I think,
so to re-arrange the financial system as to
permit of the loss being equally distributed.
If we were to write off £1,000,000 of debt,
or £1,000,000,000, it wonld be very hard on
those who have lent their money and are
depending on payment of the interest.
Surely it is not beyond human ingenuity
to formulate a scheme that would distribute
the Ioss equitably, I myself have suggested
a solution to this House hefore; but,
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being eclose at hand and not bearing
a foreign name, I am not accepted
as an expert. I do not propose at
this late hour, to repeat what I said.
Gol¢ as o currency is all right, but it is
insufficient of itself. We must have some
other basis jointly with gold, so that we may
re-adjust interest payments that have ac-
camulated, and make provision for people
—if we are to continue to trade on credit—
to securc credit free of interest. If this
State is to be developed after the war, we
must have these two things. I do not think
we shall be allowed to remain stationary
after the war. We shall he told, “You can-
not leave all that territory unoeccupied.”
Are we still going to say to 400,000,000
Chinese, “Yon fought our battles, but stay
in China and starve?’ while we allow mil-
lions of acres, on which they could get a
living, to remain idle?

As an Australian nation, we shall have to
face very awkward problems and questions
when peace comes, patienlarly this question
of unoccupied spaces. What Western Aus-
tralia wants is at least 7,000,000 people;
that would solve 90 per cent. of our prob-
lems. We wonld get control of the Federal
Partiament. Then we would show them!
In c¢oneluding a long and wearisome speech,
I would suggest that as the Commonwealth
Government apparently will not allow the
State Government to handle these matters,
but setz up extra Federal authorities, and
as the State Government is not allowed to
meddle in defenee maltters, we ought im-
mediately to set about ascertaining the maxi-
mmn number of people that this State ean
feed and clothe at a given standard of liv-
ing. I do not know whethey 7,000,000 is a
high or low figure.

The Minister for Justice: A low figure, 1
should say.

Mr. HUGHES: Whatever the figure, we
should endeavour now to work out a plan
for securing that population; we will have
to get some people from oversea. America
took immigrants from all over Europe, and
apparently has built up a strong nation. Its
people have not suffered in physique or in-
telleet as a result of mixing with Kuropean
stock, In Europe many people must be sick
to death of having their homes hlasted up
through war. It is only 28 years since
fathers and mothers in France and Belgium
saw a major war. Now the present genera-
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tion is seeing war for the first time, and
their parents are witnessing it for the sec-
ond time. I think we could go to those
countries and say to the people, “Ours is a
country miles away from war where you
can live in peace and plenty.”

Even now we conld start to plan perhaps
for only 1,000,000 people in five years from
these European countries and seftle them in
Western Australin. To say that we can
get and feed 7,000,000 people may be just
an idle dream but, if we never have an ob-
jective and never define it for ourselves, we
shall never get anywhere. We shall never do
anything in Western Australia until we
make some step of that kind. So long as
we have a paltry 400,000 people we shall
never be a force in the Commonwealth. We
shall always be ont-voted and always be beg-
ging for the erumbs off the Federal table.
Instead of erying and moaning about the
Federal people in the East not doing this
or that, we should make a vigorous effort to
do things for ourselves. We should say
that we are going to do things, that we are
going to create a position whereby they will
not be able to exercise such power and if
there arve any crumhs they will get them
from our tahle. The only way to do that
is to increase our population,

T de not know whether it is possible but
I would like to see a committee of five or
seven members from this House appointed
to plan a post-war economy for Western
Australia, and t¢ consider above all other
questions what is the possibility of gefting
1,000,000 or 5,000,000 pecple from another
part of the world to populate this land. It
would be sowething if we ouly adopted a
25-year programme and set out to get
5,000,000 people in that time, The point ia
that if we never have au objective we shall
never get anywhere, and we shall never be
a force until we have a population. When
we have more population in Western Aus-
tratia than there is in all the Eastern States
we shall control the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. Then we shall tell the Wards and the
Dedmans where they get on and where they
get off! But until that time oomes they will
he on the hox seat.

Mr. Doney: You are finishing well!

Mr. HUGHES: T hope the House will ap-
point & committee to go into these questions
and plan a post-war economy, ineluding a
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proposition for increasing Western Austra-

lia's population.
On motion by

journed.

Mr. Mann, debate ad-

House adjourned at 5.15 pm,

Lcegislative Council.
Thursday, 27th August, 1942.

PAOR
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).

INDUSTRIES, FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What amount of financiel
assistance has been granted to industries,
factories, and undertakings during the last
five years? 2, How much of such assistance
has been repaid? 3, What amount has been
written off? 4, What are the names of the
industries, ete., so assisted? 5, Which ones
have repaid the advanee in whole, and the
respective amount repaid? 6, Which ones
have repaid only part of the advance, and
the respective amount?

The CHIEF SECRETARY vreplied: 1,
£41,089. 2, £2,448. 3, Nil. 4, Electrical
engineering, general engineering, elothing,
fire extinguisher manufacture, looring manu-
facture, instrument making, meat works,
chareoal briquettes, canning and food manu-
facture, butter manufacture, fertiliser manu-
facture, woollen and textile mills, salt pro-
duction, gas-producers, refractory minerals
grinding, optical munitions. 5, Eleetrical
engineering £500, clothing £500, fire extin-
guisher £200, instrument making £300, op-
tical munitions £350, 6, Canning £150, re-
fractory mineral grinding £100, salt £48,
general engineering £300.

AGRTCULTURAL BANK, ASSISTANCE
TO CLIENTS.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-

retary: 1, Were all non-interest bearing sus-

tenance advances made hy the Agrieultnral

{COUNCIL.]

Bank to its neeessitous clients for the twelve
months ended the 31st March, 1942, made
solely from drought relief money granted by
the Commonwealth Government? 2, If not,
how many settlers received sustenance from:
{a) drought relief money; (b) State money;
and what were the totals of the money in-
volved in each category? 3, Is the 1% per
cent interest-bearing sustenanee money now
heing paid for the eurrent year a charge upon
drought relief funds enly? 4, If not to
what extent are State funds involved? 5,
Is the free of interest sustenance money now
being paid to marginal areas settlers for the
current year derived from Commonwealth
money only? 6, If not, what other money is
heing used for this purpose?

The CHIEF SECRETARY ryeplied: 1,
Yes—12 moenths for season 1941.42, 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Advances for 1942-43
season from Commonweslth Drought Relief
loan moneys will carry interest at 1% per
cent. 4, Answered by No. 3. 5, Yes—money
has been granted to seitlers from Common-
wealth Funds derived from Commonwealth
Wheat Industry Assistance Act 53 of 1938.
6, Answered by No. 5.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Tenth Day—Conclusion.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIEF .S8ECRETARY [2.20]: 1
desire in the first place to express very sin-
cere regret and deep sympathy with His
Majesty the King and members of the Royal
family, at the severe loss they have recently
sustained in the tragic deathk of H.R.H. the
Duke of Kent. The Empire has suffered a-
serious blow as a result of this tragedy, and
we in Australia, perhaps, feel it more deeply,
because of the fact that we looked forward
to the time when the Duke of Kent would
have been directly representing His Majesty
as the CGovernor-General of the Common-
wealth. This loss simply goes to show that
the Royal family is not immine from
tragedies which so frequently befall so many
others in the Empire in these times. We
must recognrise that every member of the
Royal family is playing his or her part in
the grim stiniggle in which we are engaged.
So I feel sure that members will agree with
me when T say that we feel deeply for the
Royal family in their bereavement, and I
trust that the struggle in which we are en-
gaged will eventually come to a suecessful



